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GEORGE STRATTON, Ea © 
And the MA JORITY of COUNCIL at Mapzas AN 
IN ANSWER TO 


The Acting wants againſt them for the pole 
Murder of LORD PIGOT, „ 


CONTAINING ALSO | „ 


A ROS NARRATIVE of the Proceedings of LORD PIGOT, 

- which occaſioned his Arreſt and Suſpenſion from the Government; 

- Rating the Conduct of the different Parties on that Occaſion, with 

their Motives for continuing his Lordſhip * Reſtraint; and 
n the Nature of that Reſtraint. * 


P 


LIKZWISE 


The Separate DEFENCE of Brigadier-General STUART, 
For Himſelf, and for the MiLiTaxy under his Command. 


Extracted from Ox icin AL Papers lately publiſhed. ] 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


*HESE Defenites. are 8 FIRE a Collection * Pa- 

pers lately publiſhed under the following title: 

6 Original Papers; with an authentic State of the Proofs 
te and Proceedings before the Coroner's Inqueſt, Which 
« was aſſembled at Madras, upon the Death of Lord 
. « Pigot, on the Tith day of May 1777; likewiſe. the 
« ſabſequent Proofs and Proceeding before the Juſtices at 
% Madras, with the Opinions of the Judges of the Supreme 
* (Court of Judicature in Bengal. To the whole are ſub- 
ce joined, the Defence of Mr, Stratton, and the other 
« Members of Council, accuſed by the Verdict of the 
« -Coroner's Inqueſt; and the ſeparate Defence of Briga- 
« dier-General Stuart, for himſelf and the Military under 
« his Command, &c. London: & FROG for N ee 
« in the Strand, 1775. a | | 


The Defence of Governor Stratton, Ke. i is to be "OV in 


that Collection, page 201, e by this FOTO 
Note: 


« In the foregoing Colleftion of Authentic Papers, the 
ce proceedings ſubſequent to the death of Lord Pigot (under 
et the form of a Coroner's Inqueſt) bave been faithfully ex- 


« hibited, with every proof or information that was produced 
« on that occafion. 8 ; | - 


« The conduct of the Bale, at Mad ras, in . . 
« of theſe proceedings, has in like manner been faithfully 

« Hated from their records, down to the time when theſe 
« Tuſtices, in conformity with the unanimous opinion of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, 


A 2 6e declared, 


— 


„ 
declared, © That the ſaid proceedings were irregular and 


contrary to law, and accordingly reſolved,” that the 
whole be quaſhed and laid afide,” 


% Previous to this decifion of the Tuſtices, MF. Stratton 
and the other Gentlemen accuſed, had prepared the follow-_ 


ing DEFENCES that were to be given into Court, had they 


Been put upon their trial, which they had earneſtly requeſted 


might take place, that they might have an opportunity of 


&« publicly refuting the charge, upon the ſpot where the tranſ- 


60 


4c 
cc 


&« ations had happened, and where they could appeal to ſo 


many witneſſes of their conduct. 


46 As it is ſo generally known, that the Inqueſt aſſembled 


by Mr. Ram, after examining many witneſſes, and after 
meetings and deliberations during ſeveral months, had 


« brought in a verdif? of wiLFUL MURDER againſt My, 


co 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
te 
( 
cc 
« 
cc 


cc 


cc 
ie 


Stratton, and the other Gentlemen accuſed by them; aud 
as the papers and proceedings publiſhed in the preceding 
Colleftion (in which there has been no mixture of obſerva- 


tions or arguments in favour either of the one party or 


the other) tend chiefly to ſhow the accuſations that were 


brought againſi the perſons to whom that crime was im- 
puted, without giving any preciſe or complete view of the 


anſwers to theſe accuſations, or of the defences that were 
to have been made, if the trial had proceeded, it is pre- 


ſumed, that the Public, defirous of full information, and 


diſpoſed to judge with impartiality concerning the conduct 
of thoſe to whom ſo heinous a crime has been imputed, will 

e well ſatisfied to find, in this Collection, the genuine 
DEFENCES of the perſons accuſed, as well as all the infor- 


« mations, proofs, and endeavours, which were employed for 
« the purpoſe of criminating them.” 
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5 George Stratton, Eſq; Governor, 
Henry Broble, 5 
Charles Flyer, . 
Archdale Palmer, 4 n | 
Francis J Eſquires, of Couneit at Madraſs, 

| and | | | 


George Mackay, } 


| , 


| Accuſed of the wilful Murder of the late Lord Pigor. | 


ep appear as culprits at the bar of that Court where many of 
1 us have often fat as Judges, added to the anxiety Which 
a public ſcrutiny into our conduct naturally occaſions, 
and to the apprehenſions which a trial for our lives neceſ- 
farily gives riſe to, would be fully ſufficient to throw ſuch a damp 
on our minds as may render us incapable of laying our actions 
before the world in that clear and ſatisfactory manner which we 
think requiſite to obviate the opprobrium, with which the par- 
tiſans of the late Lord Pigot wiſh to cover us. Theſe circumſtances, 
we ſay, would be ſufficient to deprive us of the power of refuting the 
| baſe and diſingenuous charge againſt us, were we not firm in our 
own. innocence, convinced in-ourſelves of the propriety of our con- 
duct, and confident in the impartiality, candour,- and juſtice of the 
Court and Jury.—A ſimple narrative of facts, known. to almoſt every 
perſon here, with a few fair and honeſt arguments, are. all we ſhall 


offer in our defence; but few and ſimple as they are, upon them we 
reſt our lives and reputations. = | 1 80 


1 | e The 


3”, —— . —„- — 


ts) 


The crime imputed to us is nothing leſs than the premeditateò 


murder of the late Noble Lord: We are charged with having felo- 


niouſly arreſted, and confined him, and by this confinement to have 


occaſioned his death; but, conſcious that our hearts have been ever 


free from guilt, we have deſired nothing more than a trial of the 


_ accuſation by our country, and we are here ready to ſtand or fall by 


their deciſion, We do not wiſh to give unneceſſary delays, nor to 


enter into any point in the leaſt foreign to the ſubject of this awful 


day's enquiry; but though the queſtion to. be. here determined 1s, 
Whether we have wilfully and maliciouſſy murdered Lord Pigot, 
or whether we have not? yet we with to be indulged in an entire 
liberty, here publicly to vindicate our conduct at large, and to ſet 
the neceſſity and legality of our meaſures in the juſteſt and faireſt 
light; for we think it requiſite not only to remove the idea of mur- 


der, or' perſonal ill-will to the late Noble Lord, but alſo to obviate 


that of an unneceſſary arreſt and confingment. 


The Council, from the great neee they had's in the fidelity, 
as well as military abilities of Brigadier General, then Colonel Stuart 


apponted him to the important command of Tanjore. In conſe- 
| > rays of the appointment, the then. Commander in Chief laid be- 


ore the Board a draft of inſtructions to be delivered to him previous 
to his departure, and Mr. Floyer moved, That his Lordſhip ſhould 
put the queſtion to take it into conſideration. KEN 


9 


Lord Pigot had often dre That he would never nts to 


- is proceeding to Tanjore, unleſs Mr. Ruflel was alſo permitted to go 


there as Reſident; and although the queſtion had been put, that this 
Gentleman ſhould go in that capacity, and carried in the negative (as he 
had been ordered by the Company themſelves on the circuit), yet he 


abſolutely refuſed to put the queſtion, To take the inſtructions into 


conſideration.— His Lordſhip being a man of a very warm temper, 
Mr. Stratton moved to adjourn to the next day, hoping he would 
reflect on his conduct, and be before then fully ſenſible of the im- 
propriety of it; but the next day produced no change in the arbi- 
trary manner of his proceeding; for he again abſolutely refuſed to 
put the queſtion, or order 1t to be put by the Secretary. 


There was now no mode left for Mr. Floyer, who had moved it, 
hut to collect the ſentiments of the ſeveral, Members of the Board 
for their coming to a deciſion upon it. This he did, and the majo- 
rity of the Council approving of the Co they were entered 

accord- 


ep 


accordingly; the. Majority. „ previouſly entered a miunte bn : 
48 of their eben, which v Was ligeed by them at the * x 
dent's dehre. | x | 


The obſtinacy' of the e Preſident, in not b polforngity to the Fi 
tions of the Company, after the many entreaties that were'made him,. 
and an evident deſire to concenter in himſelf all the powers of go- - 
vernment, induced Mr. Stratton to deſire the ſtanding orders of the 
Company of the 3d January 1678 to be read; theſe declare that 
* Whatever ſhall be agreed on by the Majority ſhall be efteemed the 
order by which each are to att, and accoriingly* every individual 

« perſon, even the diſſenters themſelves, are to perform their parts in 
&« the proſecution thereof, and in fo doing they do their duty.” He 
alſo deſired that thoſe of the gth March 1702 might be read, where 
it is ſaid, ** Me db. ftriftly enjoin that all our affairs be tranſacted in 
* Council and ordered and managed as the Majority of the Council 

« ſhall determine, and not ot herwiſe upon any pretence whatſoever.” 
He alſo begged leave to have it recorded, that by the late Act of bar- 
liament the Governor General himſelf is obliged, though the' firſt. 
ſervant of the Company in India, to conform to the opinions, and to» 
adopt the reſolutions of the Majority of the Council, 


Mr. Stratton Wi thus given Lord Pigot every esc thit: | 
was neceſſary” to remove any error in his judgment, Mr. Mackay 
propoſed, and the Majority were of opinion, that the inſtructions: 
- ſhould be written fair, and that a letter ſhould be prepared to order 
Colonel Harper to deliver up the command of Tanjore to General: 


Stuart: but his Lordſhip, ſtill deaf to remonſtrance, declared he would: 


never put his name to them, and that without his name they were. 
not an a” of governments: | 


This 1 and pernicious doctrine laid ſack of us | heres as were 
then of the Council, under the neceſſity of expreſſing our aſtoniſhment: 

at ſuch extraordinary declarations. We were under the neceſſity to 
4517 that the concurrence of the Preſident is requiſite to conſtitute an 
act of government, and to declare his Lordſhip's conduct unconſtitutional 
and illegal; we were foreed by duty to our Honourable Employers 
on ſuch an occaſion to aſſert, that the Minority are obliged to aſſiſt 
in carrying into execution the orders of the Majority, by ſubſcribing 
to their roſolutions ; and that the Preſident is as much bound by thoſe 
orders, as any other W on the Board, 


8 1 Yet: 
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- Yet leſt he ſhould imagine that we meant to impoſe laws of our 

own inftitution upon him, we referred, in ſupport of our aſſertion, 

to the narrative of Mr, Vanſittart ; where it is ſaid (and it certainly 

| was not written to anſwer our. purpoſes), © that the reſolutions of 

* -the majority are to be deemed the reſolutions of the Board, and to 

_ & be figned by the whole Board.” Where it is obſeryed, that 

that Gentleman. himſelf, in conformity with the general and eſta- 

bliſhed rule, ſigned inſtructions which he diſapproved; becauſe they 

met with the approbation of the majority of Council. We thought 

it alſo neceſſary to declare, we were of opinion, that in caſe: of the 
Preſident's refuſal to put a queſtion propoſed by any Member, it 

ſhould be the duty of the Secretary. to put it; that of every Mem- 

ber of the Council to anſwer it; and that a refuſal to anſwer ſhould 


- 


be deemed a breach of the Company's ſtanding orders. 


In this manner did we endeavour to make his Lordſhip ſenſible of 
the irregularity of his conduct, and the deſpotiſm of his meaſures ; 
but he ſtill perſevered, and again peremptorily refuſed to ſign either 
the inſtructions or the letter to Colonel Harper. * 


In conſequence of this unprecedented obſtinacy, we as the majo- 

. rity were of opinion, that they ſhould be ſigned by the Secretary by 

order of Council; taking this mode out of delicacy to his Lordſhip, 

and in purſuance of the moderation, we had wang 4 obſerved; for 

we could have obliged both him.and the other Members to have 
ſigned the letter, or have ſuſpended them the ſervice on a refuſal, 


An order was accordingly written to that purpoſe to Mr. Secretary 

Sullivan; and being approved of by the majority, was ſigned by 

8 Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke; and would have been alſo ſigned by 

| the reſt of the majority, had not Lord Pigot ſnatched it out of 
Mr. Brooke's hand, as he was reading it to Mr, Floyer. 


Becoming thus maſter of the order, he produced a paper (ready 
written and prepared, to anſwer a haſty and undigeſted, although 
premeditated purpoſe), charging Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke with 
e bcing guilty of an act ſubverſroe of the authority of government, and 
«* tending to introduce anarchy, in Jgning orders to the Secretary to 
give inſtruſtions to Colonel Stuart, which were not approved and 
% paſſed by the Preſident and Council.“ And at the ſame time he re- 
commended, that © as the charge was of the higheſt nature, thoſe 
„% Heutlemen ſhould be ordered to withdraw, that their conduct w 

| «© 0E 


is 


& be taken into confuleration.” Surpriſed at * Mr. ours 5 
dan moved to adjourn. tall che. next day, and was ſeoonded hy M. 
Mackay; but inſtead of putting the gueſtion ef adjournment; 6 
cording to the conſtant practice, he put that for the ſuſpenſion ; and 
directing the Secretary not to receive the votes of theſe two Gentle- 
men, he arrogated to himſelf a privilege of judging in a cauſe 
where he himſelf was the accuſer, contrary to the principles of the 
oonſtitution; and thus by aſſuming a right to himſelf which he de- 
nied to them, he reduced the majority to an equality with his 2 
and carried the ain by his caſting be double vote. 


In thi violent 1 extracrdinary. manner he deprived aha Gen 
tlemen of their rights, not only as Councillors, but as free: born 
Britiſh ſubjects; who, by the laws of England, are to be judged by 
unintereſted and impartial men; and aſſumed to himſelf and his 
aſſociates thoſe reins of government which the ſtanding orders of 
the Honqurable Company, as well as the late act of 2 * 
Aare! in the bande af the majority, and. cena w in our. ; 


Yet not content with this, when with the late Sir Robert {Tar ou 
then Commander in Chief, and a Member of the Board, we aſſerted 
our rights, and publicly proteſted againſt him and his minority: 
when we declared that we ſhould hold them reſponſible for. all the 
conſequences that might enſue; and that we-conſidered-ourſelves as 
the only legal repreſentatives of the Company; when, we ſay, we 

had done this, and diſtributed copies of our proteſts. thus afſerting 
our rights and the ſtanding orders of our honourable employers 3 he 
had the temerity, with the concurrence of his aſſociates, to ſuſpend 
Meſſrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay; nay, he puſhed his 
violence to ſuch a degree of outrage, as to order Sir Robert Fletcher 
into immediate arreſt, and to be brought to a general court-martial,, 
under the pretence of circulating letters tending: to excite mutiny 
and ſedition among the troops in garriſon ; although theſe letters, 
were nothing more than the proteſt ſigned by him in his civil capa»; 
city of Councillor, and as forming, in Tribe, with Ln A real 
and confiutiogd majority of the Council. lte 


juſtly alarmed for the life of the Ce in Chief, _ 
ſtruck at by an uſurped authority, as well as for ourſelves, who 
might have been with equal reaſon treated in the ſame manner; for 
the peace of the Carnatic, and the commercial intereſts of the Com- 
pany ; for the impartial — of juſtice, and the public ſafety 
| | we 


{to 


we ſiwy tlie. neceſty of 5 vigorous and timely exertion of that au- 
thority which finee the eſtibliſhmcht of the ſettlement lik been 
eg in dhe . tt of the Board." 


We iccordingly held a council, and upon the moſt ite elt 
beration agreed, * the- fortreſs and garriſon of Fort St. George 
ought-to' be in our hands, and under our command, as the legal 
repreſentatives of the Eaſt-India Company; for otherwiſe we muſt 
have remained ſilent ſpeQators of the free and uncontrouled exerciſe 
of an uſurped power, deprived of the means of enforcing our or- 
ders, or of fulfilling, in the ſlighteſt degree, our duty to the Com- 
pany, unleſs,” by exciting the troops to mutiny, we embrued our 
hands in the blood of our fellow-eitizens, and arrived, by a means ſo 
woes. to wn eps at a IR rpg * our rights and Privi- 

__ EET 


= For this Ss we- "Ice Gebern Stuart, on l during 
the indiſpoſition of Sir Robert Fletcher, we conferred the command 
of the army (as well as of the garriſon of Fort St. George during 
the then preſent danger), to take ſuch meaſures as he ſhould judge 
moſt proper to anſwer the end we propoſed; which was, that public 
pry ee might be reſtored, and the buſineſs of the Honourable 
y carried on in the uſual manner. Uneertain, beſides, to 
* further exceſs the violence of Lord Pigot (who ſeemed to ac- 
knowledge no law but his will) might proceed, we alſo thought pro- 
per to order General Stuart to arreſt his perſon, if he thought! it ne- 

| ceſſary, to avoid tumult and the effuſion of blood. 


General Stuart, having received full Infiraigtivn of the din, 
on which we had ſeparated ourſelves from Lord Pigot and his aſſo- 
ciates, knew his duty too well to delay obedience to our orders, and 
2 immediately formed the plan of putting this fortreſs into 

ſſeſſion, with as little danger and confuſion as poſſible. But 
rw . ect this, he looked upon the arreſt of Lord Pigot as an object 
of the greateſt importance, and accordingly took proper meaſures to 
arreſt him, even in the fort, had it been-requiſite ; but we ſhall ever 
think it a fortunate circumſtance, that he was not driven to that 
EIT —_ extremity. 


We 3 beg leave to obſerve, + ae the * order of Lord 

. Rigot and the Gentlemen of the minority to put Sir Robert Fletcher 
* arreſt, and to order him to be tried by a general eourt- mar- 
4 tial, 


\ 
hh 


(_ 247 )) 


ial, having appointed General Stuart to the command of the troops "_ 
under this Preſidency ; the General wrote, in conſequence of the 2 
appointment, to Lord Pigot, declaring that he was very imperfectl b 
informed of the ſteps which led to the honour conferred an him; 
and that not thinking himſelf entitled to a ſeat in Council, as mat- 
ters were then circumſtanced, he hoped his Lordſhip would allow 
him to peruſe the conſultations, or other papers paſſed fn. ouncil, - 
on occaſion of thoſe unhappy differences, as he wiſhed to act from 
information, ſo as to do his duty to his honourable employers, with 
honour to himſelf, and a juſt obſervance to his oath of fidelity to 
the Company. He alſo ſaid,” that he truſted that his Lordſhip would 
not refuſe him a favour that the practice of the Service had con- 
ferred on perſons honoured with the chief command. But Lord 
Pigot was too conſcious that a peruſal of the conſultations would 
convince him of the irregularity of his appointment, to comply 
with the requeſt. | is Ce ts GD He OTE; 


9 : 14+ ain W247, co O73 enn 1} $1233. 505 0 441027 
At Coungil, to which he was ſummoned in the evening, he made 
this application, and he again urged the propriety of affording. him 
the information he deſired, but to no effect. Great pains were 
however taken, to obtain a public acknowledgment from him of the 
authority of that part of the Council which were then aſſembled; 
a ſtriking proof, that they were themſelves conſcious of the illega- 
lity of it. And when the Fort Adjutant had delivered to him, by 
order of Lord Pigot, the general orders appointing him to the com- 
mand of the army, his Lordſhip deſired to meet him in the Fort 
Square; where having had ſome converſation with him apart, he 
told him, that he conſidered his having received the general orders 
without objection, as an acknowledgment of the authority by which 
they were publiſhed ; a circumſtance which ſurely diſcovers, that his 
Lordſhip's private ſentiments were, that the legal government was 
| lodged in other hands than his. RE e 


either conſtantly eluded the , or, allowing it to be 1 
> | | | 2 , — 4 


4 


- ( 17 ) | | 
8 * Nr EO S 2 FW oh : , , 3 1 7 * 
obfected to its propriety, as having the appearance of a bargain 


before he would conſent to do his duty. ' 
Thus, although the General could never bring Lord Pigot to his 


point, yet his Lordſhip never loſt ſight of his own; and ar the laſt 


unicil that he and the minority held at the Fort Houſe, uſed every 
effort to obtain an avowed acknowledgment of their authority from 
him by ſome public act, and particularly by his directing, as Com- 
mander in Chief, the Adjutant General to publiſh in general orders 
to the army the reſolution of their Council, whereby Sir Robert 
Fletcher was put in arreft, and himſelf appointed to che command. 


But perceiving the tendency of this application, and that if he 
| ated in one inſtance only, it would be a tacit acknowledgment of 
an authority in them which he was firmly perſuaded. was placed in 
the hands of the majority; that acting even in that one inſtance 
would oblige him to continue to act under their orders, for the ſake: 
of uniformity in his conduct, and force him to ſet the military 
power in oppoſition to the legal civil government; that he would be 
obliged to pay an implicit obedience to an uſurped authority, or be 
treated like Sir Robert Fletcher, and ſubjected like him, ſhould” he 
remonftrate even in his civil capacity, to an avreft and trial by a 
general court martial; perceiving ſuch conſequences to a compliance 

with their demand, the General expreſſed the hardſhip» of obliging 
him to take this, or any other ſtep, without communicating to him 
the ground and reaſon of their proceedings, and added, he conſi- 
dered it as a right due to the officer commanding the forces, who 
from his ſtation was entitled to a ſeat at the Board; but at the ſame 
time he judged, that they would continue to act in the ſame violent 
and deſpotic manner that they had already done, and was ſoon con- 
firmed in his opinion; for he was now informed by Mr. Dalrymple, 
that it was his duty to obey; thereby giving him to underſtand, 
that though they had called him into Council, they did not mean to 
afford him further information than may be neceſſary to anſwer their 
own purpoſes, or turn to their own advantage. WES) | 


General Stuart, now more than ever convinced of the neceſſity 
of diſſolving the confederacy, and of arreſting the perſon of Lord 
Pigot, took, as we have ſaid, the proper meaſures fob doing it with- 
out noiſe or public diſturbance. For this purpoſe, he ordered Colo- 
nel Eidingtoun to arreſt him at ſome diſtance from the Fort, in the 
name of the Government, and to hand him over to Captain * 

| | 4 | . Wno 
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who. was charged to deliver him with he getteral- orders ts RA. 


1 = exevuted; and his 
* arreſted without bloodſhed or inſult, e 


Thus far, Gentlemen, we ben ncroinags you lacks theſe « cir. _ 
cumſtances that led to the arreſt; but we have ſtill to relate our mo- 
tives for continuing his Lordſhip under reſtraint, as alſo the nature. 
of it, and the treatment he met with at the Mount. ; 4-34 5 


Comal Lyfaght, agreeable to his inſtructions delivered bites. 
to Major now Colonel) Horne with the General's orders; which di- 
rected him to take his Lordſhip into his charge until he received fur- 
ther orders from us; but at the ſame time deſired that his family and 
ſervants might be permitted to viſit and attend him; as alſo that they 
might be treated with every mark of attention and reſpect conſiſtent 


with the ſituation im which the 1 of affairs e it mne 
ceſſary to' place ne £45) 


His Lordſhip Speed li caiefaction; Get we hai mud coies of 
a gentleman, whom he had long known to be a man of honour, and 

at whoſe houſe he was confident he ſhould ſuffer no indignity. 

Colonel Horne affured him, in the moſt. obliging terms, of every 

reſpe& and attention in his power, and immediately gave orders for 
the ( flicer's guard then mounted at his quarters, as well as for all 
others at the Mount; to pay him the ſame military honours he had 
received in the Fort; and ſo far was he from wiſhing to treat him 
with the leaſt indignity, or permitting him to ſuffer the lighteſt in- 
convenience, that he gave up to his Lordſhip the beſt and only good 
apartment in his houſe, The better to accommodate him, Mrs,. 
Horne and he comented: themſelves with a very ſmall rom mueh 
expoled to the ſun: and whofe exceſſive cloſeneſs not only contri- 
buted much to weaken her conſtitution, but alſo obliged the Colonel 
himſelt, for fix weeks together before ord: Figot left the Mount, to- 
ſleep in an open veranda- EI a number of his NPs af blacks 
ſervants. 


Every part of his Lordſhip' » family, were e why with! king: 
as much as poſſible ; and Mrs. Horne particularly entreated Virg,.. 
Monckton and Vits Pigot to give his Lordſhip as much of their com- 
pany as they could. Indeed, ſo very ſenſible were himſelf and Hie 
friends ot the attention and reſpect paid him, that the-ſecond even- 
ing after his arrival at the Mount, he appeared caly m_ _— 


() 


and walked out in the Plain, to all appearance perfectly reconciled 
40 his ſituation ; and would have continued as happy and contented 
as it is poſſible to be in ſuch eircumſtances, had not the iniprudence 
of his friends broke in upon his repoſe. _ 54 


e EE. 95, in | D £4 | 
Mx. Claud Ruſſell had attempted to put the main guard under 
arms the night of his Lordſhip's arreſt; and ſhortly after the Board 
received information, that underhand practices were made uſe of 
to tamper with the troops in garriſon, as well as with the corps of 
artillery at the Mount. This laid them under a neceſſity of taking 
proper precautions for the public peace and tranquillity. So near 
the Fort, Lord Pigot would have had it too eafily in his power to 
diſturb that tranquillity,” by means of his friends and aſſociates, 
whoſe paſſions were already raiſed to ſuch a degree of madneſs, 
that they would have readily adopted and executed the moſt 
violent meaſures. So near the Fort, every day would have afforded 
him opportunities of creating freſh diviſions in the ſettlement, of 
raiſing mutiny and ſedition among the ſoldiery, and of giving 
birth, perhaps, to all the horrors of a civil war. e MHC 


We therefore judged it prudent to remove his Lordſhip to a place 
of greater ſafety ; and accordingly ordered Colonel Eidingtoun to 
conduct him to Chingleput, where we had ſent Major Cook to take 
the command, and to receive his Lordſhip. This we ordered to be 
done in the moſt ſecret manner poſſible, to prevent public diſturb- 
ances. For the ſame reaſon, and to induce a ready compliance on 
the part of Lord Pigot, we directed Colonel Horne to inform him, 
that as the laſt reſource, in caſe of an attempt to reſcue, his life 
muſt anſwer it. But ſo little regard did he pay to this menace, 
that he made uſe of the moſt irritating expreſſions towards Colonel 
Eidingtoun, who had it then in his power to treat him rudely, 
could he have ſo far forgot what he owed to himſelf as a gentle- 
man; and not content with this, nor with expreſſing himſelf in 
the moſt indecent and imprudent manner with reſpe& to us, he 
publicly harangued the guard, that was then drawn out to put our 
orders into execution, and endeavoured, by every argument that 
could. work upon the mind or paſſions of a ſoldier, to ſtir them up 
to mutiny, . | 


| Colonel Eidingtoun and Colonel Horne were both convinced of the 
757 and intrepid ſpirit of Lord Pigot, by his having even thus 


x 


ogly oppoſed the execution of our orders; at the ſame time too 
: . | : * 0 | 7 | they 
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they were confident, that notwithſtanditig our mensees we never 
meant that the leaſt violence ſhould be offered to his Lordſhip's per. 

ſon, and that although ſeemingly poſitive, it was only intended to 
event the raſh attempts of himſelf and his friends. Had Colonel 
Horne regarded the order in any other light, he would have thought 
it his indiſpenſable duty to force an immediate obedience to it on the 
part of Lord Pigot; they therefore agreed not to proceed further 
until they had freſh inſtructions from the board, upon receiving his 
Lordſhip's word of honour, not to make any attempt to eſeape, nor 
to employ his friends or dependants 1 with the troops, 
which from the violence ſhewn on every on by his Lordſhip's 
adherents the Board had reaſon to ſuſpe&,- FO © 17 


Some of Lord Pigot's friends declaring on this occaſion, that we 
meant to remove him to Gingeè, uſed every means to excite muti- 
ny among the- ſoldiers, yet Colonel Horne, perſuaded of the ſteadi- 
neſs of his men, ſhewed them a degree of lenity, that nothing but 
his own humanity could excufe; and though he would have been 
juſtifiable, had he treated them in the ſevereſt manner, he contented 
himſelf with informing us of the raſhneſs and inefficacy of the 

attempt. 47 i WE SLOTS, n tt 4755, 4 & 


In conſequence of his letter, we wrote to Lord Pigot, and ex- 
were an extreme concern that a notion ſhould have prevailed in his 
Lordſhip's mind that he was to have been removed to Ginged. We 
aſſured him, that no ſuch idea ever did or could have occurred to us; 
and we took this opportunity to make him an offer of removing to 
any ſettlement on the coaſt, that he ſhould give a preference to, 
where there was a Chief and a Council, provided he pledged his 
word of honour to remain in quietneſs within the bounds of fuch 
ſettlement until the Company's pleafure ſhould be known. We told 
him, that if he conſented to this propoſal, we would order the beft 
houſe in the place to be prepared for him, that every neceſſary 
ſhould be furniſhed at the Company's expence, and that every re- 
ſpect and attention ſhould be paid to his perſon, At the ſame time 
that we made his Lordſhip this offer, we informed him, that if he 
ſhould prefer embarking for Europe in one of the Company's ſhips, 
we would order him every accommodation in our power. 


Convinced of the neceſſity of reſtraining his Lordſhip from com- 
ing into the Fort, or of removing him to ſuch a diſtance from it as 
would leave us no apprehenſions for the public ſafety, or the * 


„ 8 

of the .Carnatic, it was ſurely a proof of our wiſh to contribute to 
his ſatis faction, as much as lay in our power, to give him an oppor - 
tunity of chuſing his place of reſidence. But his Lordſhip would 
not pledge his word of honour to remain quiet until the Company's 
pleaſure ſhould be known, and ſeemed ſo happy in the place of retire- 
ment we had already choſen for him, that he would have rather loſt 
his life (to uſe his own expreſſion) than have exchanged it, except 
For the Fort, which we could never think of giving up, or the King's 
ſhip, which we were obliged to refuſe him, as the Commodore Sir 
Edward Hughes would not in that caſe anſwer for the peace of the 
Carnatic. As he ſeemed, we found, ſo well pleaſed with the Mount, 
we reſolved to let him remain there, in the free enjoyment of his 
family and friends, ; e | 


Me even permitted Colonel Horne to indulge him in the free and 
unlimited range of the whole country, accompanied by himſelf or 
the officer of the guard; he amuſed himſelf walking in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Mount, er playing at cards, or at billiards; he was 
cheerful and merry at table, and frequently ſung after ſupper with 
Miſs Prime, a young Lady of Colonel Horne's family, particularly 
a ſong he taught her himſelf, and of which he gave her the words, - 


On ſo confidential a footing was Colonel Horne with Lord Pigot, 
that he uſed. to converſe with him on ſubjects of the moſt intereſtin 
and delicate nature, and his Lordſhip, ſeemed: ſo well ſatisfied with. 
his behaviour, and that of his family, that he paid a very particular 
attention to every perſon that compoſed it. Mr. Roſs, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Turing, and Mr. Taſwell, with their families, often-dined with 
him, and were witneſſes of his conduct. Mr. Monckton and the 


Colonel's family were on the moſt cordial terms; they dined and 


ſupped frequently with his Lordſhip at each othet's houſes, and Mrs. 
Monckton and Miſs Pigot drank tea almoſt conſtantly with the La- 
dies of his family; moſt evenings his Lordſhip. received viſits from 
' Near twenty Ladies and Gentlemen, and: the Colonel uſually invited 
every perſon who came to the Mount to ſee Lord Pigot, to dine or 
ſup. with him; he gave ſeveral entertainments on his Lordſhip's ac- 
count, and always avoided aſking any perſon that might poſſibly 
have been diſagreeable to him, though there were many of his own 
Particular friends in that predicament, 


There was ſo little appearance of Lord Pigot's being any way 
diſreſpectfully treated, that on the contrary the Mount became — 
wa gayelt 
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gl late on the-coalt; and. on Chriſtinas and Newyeard-day, as 
well as on Twelfth- night, the balls given by Meſſrs. Monckton, 
Ruſſel, and Stone, were uncommonly ſplendid; the Board even 
coincided in this reſpect with theit widhes and made Colonel Horne 
a handſome allowance to-defray:the extraordinary expences that big 
Lordſhip's reſidence occaſioned; but theſe being conſiderably leſſened 
by Lord Pigot's inſiſting on ſhortening the table, conſtantly before 
provided, whether there was company or not, it became more than 
fufficient, and the Colonel not wiſhing to benefit himſelf by his 
Lordſhip's reſtraint, thought it reaſonable: that the ſurplus of that 
money, which had been granted for his entertainment, | ſhould: be 
ſpent in his Lordſhip's amuſement ; and accordingly, as he was fond 
of amuſing himſelf in building, he adopted a plan of his for a bath, 
and at his inſtance, upon a much more — ſcale than he had 
intended.— Lord Pigot having drawn this plan himſelf, ſeemed par- 
ticularly deſirous of having it built; and hen it was undertaken he 
frequently gave as cloſe attention to it as any of the workmen; thus, 
in an occupation of his own choice, and in putting the garden in or- 
der, an amuſement that he alſo much delighted in, did he 
thoſe moments that were not IE in the r of eee, or 
friends. 


This, Gentlemen, was the nature and degree of the 8 we 
laid Lord Pigot under; we will not attempt to expatiate on it, but 
leave to your own underſtandings to determine whether it was ſuch 
as evinced premeditated malice, or perſonal ill- will to his Lordſhip; 
but it remains to ſhew our reaſons g continuing him vo this 
reſtraint. 


The Act of Parliament for eſtabliſhing certain . for 
the better management of the Company's affairs, as well here as in 
Europe, appoints a Governor General and Council at Calcutta, with 
a controuling power over all the preſidencies 1 in India, + | 


To this controuling power we addreſſed ourſelves xiv : ths A 
lic danger, which impended over this ſettlement, from the conduct 
of — Pigot, and the other Gentlemen of the Minority, who 
maintained that the executive powers of government were not lodg- 
ed in a Majority of the Members of the Board, unleſs the Prefident 
was of the number, and that his perſonal afſent was Wn gant Hs ne- 
wenn to conftiture . 9 of . d mA 1 
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Me addreſfed this letter to the Governor-general and Conncit, 
with a particular detail of our ' grievances, the day before the general 
ſuſpenſion of all the Members of the Majority, and conſequently 
could not have mentioned the neceſſity we were driven to by that 
meaſure, to arreſt the perſon of Lord Pigot, but that in a few days 
his Lordſhip" did himſelf,” © re 4 oi pp parry ns 


The anſwer received from that Board was clear and explicit; the 
intemperate conduct of Lord Pigot in forcibly excluding two of our 
Members from their feats in Council, and the unexampled means 
by which he had endeavoured to uſurp the power of government, 
and by attempting to procure a majority in Council by violence, 
were reprobated and condemned, whilſt our Governmetit was ac- 


knowledged, and our meaſures approved. 


Could we have had a doubt of the propriety of our conduct, it 
was now removed by the pointed and unanimous approbation of 
that very Board, veſted by the Britiſh legiſlature with the moſt ex- 
tenſive powers ever granted to any ſet of men in India, and whoſe 
ſupreme controul extends to every inſtance where the intereſt of the 
Company or the peace and tranquillity of their ſettlements are any 
way concerned. Fa p 
Did we need further authority, we had the ſenſe of the Directors 
themſelves, who, by their General Letter to Bengal of the firſt of 
February 1776, direct, That the orders of the majority be impli- 
citly obeyed, in the ſame manner to all intents and purpoſes as 
though they had been authorized and figned by all the Members of 
the Council. | | I | 


We were not, however, ſo elated with this approbation as to 
permit the ſlighteſt diſreſpe& or. inattention towards Lord Pigot; 
on the contrary, we repeated our injunctions to Colonel Horne, to 
treat him with every reſpe& and attention ſuitable to his rank in 
ſociety, and to the ſtation he had occupied in the Company's ſer- 
vice: we would indeed have gone further, and taken off all re- 
ſtraint, had not his on turbulent diſpoſition, and the violence of 
his friends, put it entirely out of our power. | 


To ſo great a length was this carried, that even after our govern» 
ment was acknowledged by the Governor-general and Council, he 
never mentioned Fort St. George by any other appellation than 

; | that 
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that of his Fart, nor favoured us win dne erithes than thoſe of > 
5 traitoys, villains, and ne. 1 0% 


This e mand not have inde us to continue him _— 
reſtraint; we ſhould have regarded it with that degree of contempt 
which ſuch language merits, and have thought ourſelves culpable in 
treating it with a ſerious attention, but we were under continual 
anxiety from the daily attempts of both him and his friends, to 
ſpread confuſion and den een every department of go- 
vernment. 


The dangerous ad med. * his Lordſhip-t to obſtruct the 
courſe of juſtice, and thereby to introduce every ſpecies of violence 
and diſorder, that could ariſe from the want of thoſe legal reſtraints 
which are inſtituted for the defence ot our Eren and N na- 
n alarmed us. 6 


In proof of this we obſerve, That having occaſion to fill up the 

\ vacancy of an Alderman in the Mayor's Court, his Lordſhip ad- 

dreſſed a letter to the Mayor, repreſenting that our government was 

illegal, and warning him againſt the conſequence of receiving any 
Alderman of our nnn 


This happened a few days. 1 the time x = by our charter 
for electing a new Mayor, previous to which it direQs, that all ya» 
cancies ſhall be. filled up; and had the majority. of the Gentlemen 
who compoſed the Corporation, been ſo far influenced by the letter 
from his Lordſhip, as to refuſe accepting the Alderman whom we 
had appointed, the election of a new Mayor could not have been 
made agreeable to the charter, and the powers of the Court muſt 
have ceaſed until ſome remedy. could have been appel from home. 


An 1 of the ſame kind was mock by his e e to impede 
the adminiſtration of juſtice in the Criminal Courts, by a letter 
which he addreſſed to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, in his pub- 
lic character, and of courſe publicly known in the ſettlement, re- 
preſenting us as perſons not legally qualified to hold Quarter Seſſions, 
or to adminiſter juſtice in any ſhape whatſoever. wo 


When his Lordſhip ſaw that we were poſſeſſed of the powers of 
Government, had he been intereſted in the welfare of the Company, 


or dats the Public, inſtead of purſuing a conduct ſo very repugnant to 
C'2 it, 
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it, he would have endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to conciliate the 
minds of the inhabitants, and to keep even thoſe who were attached 
to him in proper obedience and ſubmiſſion; for as the Governor- 
general and Council at Bengal had acknowledged our Government, 
and declared their reſolution to ſupport it in the ſtrongeſt terms, he 
muſt have been ſenſible that no effort on his part could meliorate his 
ſituation, nor anſwer any other purpoſe than to injure/ and embar- 
raſs the affairs of the Company. Had he been ſingle in theſe at- 
tem pts to ſubvert the peace and happineſs of the community, we 
ſhould have had little to apprehend from them; but many of the 
Company's ſervants and others of the inhabitants were warm in his 
behalf, and diſtinguiſhed themſelves in oppoſition to our Govern- 
ment. Anonymous papers were circulated and publiſhed in all the 
out-garriſons and ſubordinate ſettlements, with an intention of 
exciting mutiny amongſt the troops, and of keeping up that ſpirit 
of party and oppoſition to our Government, which, had they been 
Faithful ſervants of the Company, they would have wiſhed to ex- 
tinguiſh. j} 19 J 1T0u 999% M4663 1634 44 W 


His Lordſhip: hoping for ſupport from the Governor and Council 
of Bengal, had ſolicited; an exertion of their controuling power; but 
when he found that his conduct had been highly condemned by 
them as arbitrary and unconſtitutional ; when he found that our 
meaſures were approved of, and our government ſupported, he 
treated with deriſion and contempt that controuling power, whoſe 
ſuperintendency he had fo lately acknowledged, by his ſolicitation 
to interpoſe their authority in his favour ; he even treated the orders 


of the Company itſelf, communicated to him by the Governor- 


general and Council, in the ſame indecent and undutiful manner; 
he ſtill aſſerted his rights to the Preſidency, declaring, that ours was 
a- Government of uſurpation, and that he and the Members we had 
ſuſpended were the legal repreſentatives of the Company, 


- Theſe reaſons are ſufficient, we ſhould imagine, to point out the 
expediency of not taking off the arreſt ; but they were ſtrengthened 
by many others, we had reaſon to believe, which were, that every 
effort had been uſed to fow diſaffeQion in the minds of the Rajah 
of Tanjore, and of many. of the. Nabob's collectors and managers, 
not only to our government, but alſo towards that of his Highneſs, 
a circumſtance which might have involved the affairs of the coalt 
in the greateſt confuſion and diſorder, . | ol TL 
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up between him and the Rajah; and that his Lordſhip, by his Du- 
baſti Moodeè Kiſtnah, and other emiſſaries, was uſing his utmoſt: 
endeavours to make him believe that he was not to pay the leaſt 
attention to us, but look up to him for ſupport. The Dobbeer; 
who was the chief officer of the revenue at Tanjore, was diſgraced 
by his intrigues, and many perſons, diſſaffected to our government, 
appointed to the management of that department. We had not 

only intelligence of this, but alſo that a correſpondence ſubſiſted be- 
tween his Lordſhip and Hyder Ally. | 1 | FT 
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When under reſtraint he purſued ſuch meaſures, what had we not 

to dread ſhould he be ſet at liberty? His conduct to his Highneſs - _ 
the Nabob, the friend and ally of the crown of Great Britain, before 
his arreſt, by diſpoſing of his territories, and threatening: to treat 

him as a priſoner, was diſreſpectful, indecent, and oppreſſive; and 


the anonymous papers circulated after it, ſtruck at the honour of His 
family, and tended to alienate their affections from the Company. 
So early as the 23d of February 1776, he had drawn out a paper, 
containing the amount of the orders his Highneſs had given upon 
the Tanjore country, with directions to his Amuldars and other 
officers to.relinquiſh all manner of authority, and to account with 


ſuch perſons as his Lordſhip ſhall nominate, for all the ſums of mo- - - i 


ney collected from the gth of that month. This paper his Lordſhip | 


ſent to the Nabob by his two ſons, and Mr. Chambers the Perſian: 
tranſlator, with a meſſage that he would lay it before the Board, 
and that if his Highneſs did not conſent to whatever it contained, he 


would put it in execution by force. 


This extraordinary paper was written in his Lordſhip's own hand. 


and contained a formal renunciation from his Highneſs of all rights - 
to the Tanjore country, as well as an entire acquieſcence in every 


meaſure his Lordſhip might think proper to recommend; it was in 4 


every reſpect repugnant to the Nabob's invariable and uniform 
claims on that country, and his Highneſs expreſſed his ſurpriſe and 


diſſatisfaction at it in a public letter, the 27th of that month, ad- 


drefled to his Lordſhip and the Council ; but this letter he never 
thought proper to lay before the Board, and we ſhall remark here, 
that in this, as well as in the other parts of his unconſtitutional and 
oppreſſive conduct towards the Nabob, his Lordſhip. acted entirely 
without our knowledge or conſent, . | 3 


We 


We were poſſeſſed” too of intercepted letters and” intelligence, 1 10 
from which we underſtood, that a conſtant correſpondence was kept 


r 


WE, | G 

We are ſenſible that this tranſaction, beeiag paſſed han before 
Lord Pigot's arreſt, we cannot offer it as a reaſon for continuing 
him under reſtraint; but when we repeat, that we bad every rea- 
ſon to imagine that he continued his intrigues with the Rajah, even 
after the condemnation of his conduct by the Governor-general and 
Council, and as we were informed by his Highneſs the Nabob, 
that he kept up a conſtant correſpondence with him and Hyder 
Ally; when we ſay, that in the authority of the Supreme Council; 
he ſet that of Parliament at defiance; when he till talked of his 
Fort, and treated our Government as an uſurpation, no unprejudiced 
man, who knew the violence of his diſpoſition, will ſay, that a con- 
tinuation of the arreſt was unneeeſſary; on the contrary, his ha- 
rangue to the ſoldiers at the Mount, and the efforts he made uſe of 
to obſtruct the courſe of juſtice, of themſelves point out what he was 
#90 of doing, had he been freed hom byery: reſtraint. - | 
We Mall nere agent. nermiliion 10 mention two Amann 
whit have occaſioned much noiſe; the Black Horſe poſted at the 
Mounts ad the conſultation about ſending Lord Pigot to Epg/and.. '+ 


Almoſt zan inteiy aftds' bis Lordſhip? g andy we applied to the 
Nabob for a few horſe, to have on all oceaſions the moſt ſpeedy in- 
telligence from Colonel Horne; their number was but twelve, and 
they remained there till the 15th of October, when they were 
ordered away at his Lordſhip's deſire. Lord Pigot had read our 

Letter to Colonel Horne, the day they were firſt poſted at the Mount, 
as had alſo many of his Lordſhip's friends, and ſeen by that, they 
were ſent there for no other purpoſe; yet it has been induſtriouſſy 
propagated, to poiſon the minds of the Public, that his Lordſhip was 
guarded by the Nabob's horſe, and he himſelf was diſingenuous 
enough to write to Sir Edward Hughes, complaining of it; but 
what is very extraordinary, at the very time Lord Pigot made this 
charge ſo injurious to the Nabob, who had generoully pardoned the 
injuries and inſults he had received from him, his Lordthip's family 
lived in the Nabob's houſe, and Mr. Monckton's table was ſupplied 
with fruits and vegetables from the Nabob's garden ; beſides our 
letters of the 25th of Auguſt and 15th of October are on record, 
and evidence at the ſame time the falſity of the cure, and the real 


: : ee ey any nen for. 


The renfore- given in Conſultation for ſending his Lordſhip tc to 
Europe, were the ſame that we have already ſtated, for continuing 
| him 


(ah 


him under arreſt; the attempt of Mr. Ruſſell to put the main guard | 
under arms, his Lordſhip's harangue to, the ſoldiers at the Mount, 
his efforts to 5 the common courſe of juſtice, the ſeditious papers 


he had publiſhed and circulated as well in the Fort as in all the out- 
garriſons and ſubordinate ſettlements, his contempt of the authority x 
of the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, his continual 
claims to the Preſideney, notwithſtanding. their. deciſion, his in- 
trigues with the Rajah of Tanjore, and correſpondence with Hyder 
Ally, as already ſet forth; theſe, added to our juſt apprehenſions for 
the intereſts of the Company, the property of individuals, and the 
peace of the Carnatic, ſhould he take a diſhonourable advantage of - 
the liberty he enjoyed at the Mount, and put himſelf at the bead 
of his adherents, were the reaſons for taking that meaſure into con- 
ſideration; but on the other hand, our wishes to execute the truſt 
repoſed in us by the Honourable Company, and to maintain our 
right to the Government, with the leaſt inconvenience to his Lord 
ſbip, together with the great confidence we had in the fidelity and 
cixcumſpeQtion of Colonel Horne, and a thorough. recollection of 
his Lordſhip's former ſervices to the Company, were the grounds 
of our reſolution not ta adopt that meaſure, ee. 
Thus far, Gentlemen, we have acquainted you with the cauſes f 
his Lordſhip's arreſt, the neceſſity of continuing it, and the very.re- 8 4 
ſpectful and, attentive. mannef in which he was treated at the ä 
Mount; at preſent it is neceſſary we ſhould. lay before you the cir- | cM 
cumſtances of his Lordſhip's death. V 


It muſt be in the recollection of almoſt every perſon here, that 
the month of February laſt was remarkably hot. During this 
month Lord Pigot maſtly employed himſelf in the garden, where 
Mr. Monckton lived. He was generally with the gardeners as ſoon. 
as breakfaſt was over, and remained with them until dinner; ſome- 
times he kept Colonel Horne's family waiting for him until two 
o'clock, and often, without lying down in the forenoon, returned to. 
them immediately after dinner. The heat of the ſun was ſo intenſe,. ” 
that the officers accompanying his Lordſhip could not ſtand. it, but 1 
were frequently obliged to leave him, and take ſhelter within doors. 1 
This imprudence occaſioned a bilious complaint, brought on ſome- | 
what ſooner perhaps by eating remarkably hearty, of a turtle at Mr. 
Monckton's the Sunday before his illneſs; a, circumſtance that was. 
taken notice of by ſeveral perſons at table, particularly Dr. Mallet, 
who foretold that his Lordſhip would have a. fit, of ſickneſs, if he 
| FOR , 0ontinued 
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ebntiaued to at With 10 Htthe eireumſpection. It was iche Bone bl 
fer vable, as his Lordſhip was in general an exceedin moderate 
man, and ſeldom Bimſelf eat df rich diſhes, though fond of giving 
directions how to prepare them, and of helping others at cable | 
Mise Pigot, as well as Mr, Monckton, mentioned their ſurpriſe to 

'Mrs; Horne and Miſs Salmon, at bis Lordfhip's having eat ſo hear- 
[tily, and Miſs Pigot ach ſome en leſt it ſhould not 
agree with Hind, i 3 


On Wedneſday the « of March his Lendl Werbe 16461 in- 
diſpoſed ; he did Uk however give way to his complaint, but walked 
about as uſual that day and the next. Colonel Horne perceiving his 
\indiſpoſition recommended his ſending for Doctor Paſley, but 80 
his Lordſhip declined; he imagined his illneſs was too triflin 
need the aſſiſtance of a doctor, and preſeribed ſomething for him fel, 
which was made up by Mr. Mallet. On Friday his Lordſhip ſeemed | 
to be worſe, bs he Bil continued to go out as before. Colonel 

Horne adviſed Mr. Mogekton to ſend for Dr. Paſley, but was an- 
Twered, that his Lordſhip thought there was no occaſion. The Town 
Major was, however, that day to pay a viſit at the Mount, and on 
his going away, Colonel Horne deſired him to inform Mr. Stratton 
that night, if poſſible, that Lord Pigot appeared to him very much 
pole | an that he wiſhed Mr. kno, Pep wn be ſent out. The 
Town Major delivered this meſſage to Mr. Stratton, who immedi- 
_ © ately ſent for the doctor, and directed him to ſee Lord Pigot, and 1 
take every poſſible care of his Lordſhip. s 


On Sunday morning early Doctor Paſley w went to the Mount, od 
Abe he had been ſome time with his Lordſhip, expreſſed his fur- 
priſe that he had not been ſent for ſooner. He ſaid his Lordſhip's 
. "complaint had been ermitted to gain ground; he found him in a 
very alarming ſtate, his entire ſyſtem being agitated with putrid bile, 
and accordingly loft no time in adminiſtering the proper remedies. 
In proportion as thoſe putrid oppreſſive complaints abated, he became 
Tenfible of pain and tenderneſs in the region of the liver, and in the 
right ſhoulder; but repeated evacuations, with refreſhing drinks, and 
ſome other medicines, reſtored him, in all appearance, to a perfect 
"Nate of health; yet Doctor Pafley informed him, that all ſuch diſ- 
orders as he had laboured under, originated in the liver, and that a 
certain courſe of medicine, with every precaution in diet and exer- 
cile, was ee neceſſary to prevent a telapſe, which, he ſaid, 
* vs occaſioned by indigetion and diſeaſed ſecretions, © — | 
i is 


c 


1 


{His Lordſhip, however, could not be perſuaded that 2 
3 reſpect neceſſary, particularly as. his ſpirits were in their uſual 


tone, and as he had not the leaſt ſenſation of diſeaſe about him. He, 
| indeed, declared in a letter to Sir Edward Hughes, that he was ;as 


well as any man in India, and ſo far relied upon the natural excel- 
lence of his conſtitution, that he expoſed himſelf again to the exceſ- 
ſive heats of the ſun, and followed his amulcmens: and W 8 


in the garden as before. 


But in about a fortnight he became ſenſible "Wo very 8 
ks had been in not liſtening to the advice he had received, his appe- 
tite failed him, his ſleep grew diſturbed, he became heavy and fe- 
veriſh, and the whole ſcene of illneſs was renewed. without, having 


ſtrength ſufficient to ſupport a ſecond attack. 


Colonel gs took every precaution, as at”, in _ Lovddbip g 


firſt illneſs as in this, to prevent his being any way diſturbed. -. The 


houſe was kept as ſilent as poſſible, no drums; were allowed to beat 
at mounting guard, or on any other occaſion ;: centinels were placed 
to oblige all carriages going paſt to make a large circuit, and thoſe 


coming to the houſe to ſtop at a certain diſtance: every poſſible care 
| was taken of his Lordſhip, and when his phyſician recommended 


the ſea-air, we ſo earneſtly deſired the re-eftabliſhment of his Lord- 
ſhip's health, that we cheerfully gave up the Company” s Garden- 


houſe as che moſt likely ſituation to contribute to it. We ſhould 


indeed have been ſincerely happy in his recovery, for we acted from 
a 232 of duty to the Company, whoſe intereſts he had unhap- 
La loſt- ſight of, and not from one of perſonal eee to his 


On pls quitting the Mount, his Lordſhip ſhook Colonel Horne. 
moſt affectionally by the hand, expreſſed bl warmeſt thanks to the 


ladies of his family, to whom he conſidered himſelf as under the 


higheſt obligations, and intended to reward the ſoldiers with a ſhirt - 
a-piece for their good DOE's and the attention. they bad ſhewn 


him. RPE Fg 


The ſame 8 that were uſed to prevent noiſe or 7 e | 
ance at the Mount were alſo taken at the Company's Gardens; no 
drums were permitted to be beat at practice or otherwiſe on the Iſland, ' 
or any where near the houſe, that could in the leaſt diſturb his Lord- 


ſhip; no carriages or ee were ſuffered 10 enter the court- 
D 


yard, 


— 
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urch, nor any perſon allowed to go in at any other gate than that 
next the Fort 3 centinels were poſted og the St. Thome and Chepauk 
toads at the particular requeſt of his Lordſhip's ſervants, to prevent 
© noiſe from the paſſengers; and the ſerjeant of the guard was ordered 
to comply with any defire that his Lordſh ſhip's friends or fervants 
may make for his quiet and repoſe. Bae 


In the courſe of three or four days after his Lordſhip removed to 
the Garden-houſe, he .was-ſomewhat better; but violent exertions, 
and expoſing himſelf to cold and fatigue, threw him back, and 
brought on ſevere ſhiverings, after which he gradually declined un- 
til the 1 ith of May, when he died of a ſſow viſceral fever, partial 
 fuppurations in the ſubſtance of his liver, and putrid bile. - - 


Having thus related all the circumſtances to the death of Lord 
Pigot, which we imagined requiſite to prove the rectitude and ne- 
eelßty of our meaſures, as alſo the nature and eauſe of his diſorder, 
we ſhall requeſt the indulgence of the Court to make fome few ob- 

' fervations on the whole. 4 | | 0 


Before Lord Pigot had received an anſwer from the Governor- 
neral and Council to the letter he had written to them, he ac- 
nowledged their authority in its utmoſt latitude, yet he denied it 
as ſoon as they had refuſed to fupport his meaſures; he denied it ſo 
foon as they had declared that the rights and powers of the Gover- 
nor and Council of all the Company's preſidencies were veſted by 
their original conſtitution, in the Majority of the Board, and that 
the violence of his Lordſhip, in excluding two of the Members of 
the Council from their ſeats, was a violation of that Conſtitution. 
He diſallowed their authority, when they declared that the meaſures 
taken by us to recover the actual Government, which of right was 
veſted in us, aroſe from the neceſſity of the caſe; and that they 
ſhould acknowledge and ſupport the title and authority which we 
conſequently poſſeſſed ; but it has been aſſerted in favour of his Lord- 
- ſhip, that this controuling power in the Governor-general and 
Council of Bengal does not extend to any other ſettlement, except 
in caſe of war and peace. If, however, gentlemen would allow 
themſelves leiſure to peruſe the Act of Parliament, they would per- 
ceive that ir extends to every inſtance where the Government, Re- 
. venues, or Intereſt of the Company is any way concerned. Why 
elſe ſhould the ſeveral preſidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Ben- 
coolen be directed and required #2 tranſmit conſtantly and diligently. 
| | ; | « to 
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*0 #0 them advice and intelligence all tranſactions and matters what- 

« ſacver relative thereto; if the Jegiſlature did not mean to give that 
Board a power fo extenſive why: eſtabliſh it, fo prevent; ibe var ian: 
s abuſes which had prevailed in the government and admin iration 
| " of the Company's. ars in Judi.” j f e a 3 


It has been aſſerted, that no Act of the Majority would be valid, 
unleſs the Preſident was of the number, yet all ſocieties (ſays Grotius, 
p- 204) © have this in common to them, that in matters for which 
s each affociation was inſtituted, the whole-body, or the; major part 
« in the name of the whole body, oblige all and every the particular 
EX members of the ſociety ;_ for certainly it is to be prefumed that 
t theſe who enter into a ſociety are willing there ſhould be ſome me- 
« thod fixed of deciding. affairs, but it is altogether unreaſonable that 
< a greater number ſhould be governed by a leſs; and therefore, 
though there were no contracts or laws that regulate the manner 
of determining affairs, the majority would naturally have the 
authority and right of the whole.” This is the law of Nature, 
Gentlemen, founded in upright and unbiaſſed reaſon, and decl 
by that excellent author, not for the partial benefit of any particular 
ate, but for the general guidance of-mankind., - 


| p; 


This we ſhould imagine ſufficient to prove, thatallthe authority of 


government was placed in our hands; yet we will further obſerye to 


Fou, that by the ſpirit of the laws of England, the ſenſe of the majo- 
rity in every public aſſembly is final and deciſive; that Lord Pigot 
thought ſo, is evident, from the outrage he committed to obtain it. 
The two Houſes of Parliament, the Privy-Council, and all the 
Courts of judicature, determine by the opinion of the greateſt 


number of members; and conforming to this principle of the con- 


ſtitution, the Company have invariably, fince their firſt eſtabliſhment 
in India, directed the members of their ſeveral Councils, to be de- 
termined in every point, where there ſhould be a difference of 
opinion, by the ſentiments of the majority; to attempt to act con- 
trary to this principle in Europe, would be to attempt a ſubverſion 
of the conſtitution, and to do it here, is to expoſe the Company to 
a forfeiture of their charter. Yet Lord Pigot was guilty.of this, 
both by refuſing to put a queſtion agreeable to the ſenſe. of a ma- 
jority of the Board, and by ſuſpending ſeven. of the members by 
2 junto of four. . — ES 
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„ 
I., is a maxim in the laws of England, that no man ſhall be either 
judge or witneſs in any cauſe where he is himſelf plaintiff or defen- 
dant; yet in this inſtance too, his Lordſhip acted directly contrary . 
to the laws and conſtitution 6f his country, and in defiance of both, 
ſat and voted as a judge in the caſe of Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke, 
where he was himſelf the accuſer. | 8 „ 


Wie, however, ſhowed no other reſentment than to aſſert the rights 

of the majority, and to proteſt before a notary public, againſt the 
violent and illegal proceedings of his Lordſhip; but the conſe- 
quence of our untimely temperance. was, that he and the few mem- 
bers who were influenced by him, ſuſpended four more of the ma- 
Jjority. His Lordſhip repeating the ſame illegal act, and fitting 
and. voting as judge in his own cauſe; Sir Robert Fletcher, 
the Commander in Chief, another member of the majority, he 
ordered in arreſt, and to be brought to a general court martial as 
guilty, in ſigning the proteſt, of mutiny and ſedition. In a milder 
government than his Lordſhip's, a man was hung by military au- 
thority, for a leſs offence, without a trial; what then had the Com- 
mander in Chief to apprehend under the government of a perſon of 
Lord Pigot's violent and deſpotite diſpoſition, who- was at that time, 
' as Governor of the fort, veſted with ſimilar powers. 


We were all in the ſame predicament with Sir Robert Fletcher; 
and if aſſerting the rights of the majority of Council, by proteſting 
againſt Lord Pigot and his affociates, was' cauſing mutiny and ſedi- 
tion z we were all involved in the ſame guilt with him, conſequent= 
ly all liable to the ſame puniſhment, and therefore reduced to the. 
neceſſity of exerting the common rights of mankind, by putting our 
lives in ſafety at the expence of his Lordfhip's liberty. © 
It is however aſſerted, that his Lordſhip's arreſt was contrary to- 
law; but we beg leave to combat this aſſertion, and to rely upon it; 
that it was not only lawfut but neceſſary. His Lordſhip was ar- 
reſted more in his military capacity of Governor of the fort, than in 
his civil one as Preſident of the Council; as a civil ſervant of the 
Company, we had but little reaſon to be apprehenſive; it was his 
military authority, as commander of the troops in garriſon, that 
rendered him dangerous, and his arreſt conſequently lawful ; for if 
there was no power in the majority of the Council, to check the 
ambition of a e e of the fort, and to impriſon * | 


* 


V 
it neceſſaty,” he way forget bath his dö ty to the C 


beſides, we muſt obferve, that it is laid down by the author of the 

Principles of | Penal Law, “ That every wanton, cauſeleſs,” by u 

« neceſſary exertion of autbority, it unjuſtifiable und tyrannital.” If 
then a wanton exertion of lawful authority (for he means no other} 

be tyrannical, what term ſhalt we give to the wanton exertion of an . 
uſurped authority, and what means to oppoſe it can be deemed un- 
juſtifiable. Every Britiſh ſubject, in the leaſt acquainted with the 
hiſtory of his country, knows, that it is the ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution to reſiſt and overſet uſurpation, aud that che laws allow . 
every individual to exerciſe, in that caſe, an authority Which they be- 
fore denied him; many proofs of this have been felt by our very 
kings, and ſhou!J we, in whoſe hands the real powers of govern- 
ment here were placed, have let it paſs unnoticed in Lord Piggt,  _ 


The Gentlemen who have thought proper to inſtitute this proſe- 
_ cution againſt us, have quoted Mr» De Lolme's. Freatiſe'on the Con 
ſtitution of England, to endeavour to prove the arreſt of Lord Pigot 
illegal; and we ſhall from the ſame book, and the ſame chapter, 
endeavour to demonſtrate, that it was juſtifiable and agreeable to * 
principle inherent in the conſtitution, we mean that of reſiſtance 
In the twenty-firſt chapter then of this book; he ſays, that alftthe 
prerogatives of the people, taken in themſelves, are but weak arms 
to oppoſe the real force of thoſe who 2 5515 all theſe precautions 
that our anceſtors have taken, all thofe reciprocal rights they have 
eſtabliſhed, ſuppoſe every thing to remain in that legal conſtitutional 
ſituation where they had placed them; but ſhould the prince ſuddens 
ly free kimſelf from every controul, ſhould he ſet himſelf above the 
conſtitution, in what lies the reſource of the people? He tells you, 
that it lies in reſiſtance, which the laws of England have decided 
to be lawful and final, againſt the violence of power; it was this | _ 
refiſtance that gave birth to Magna Charta, the baſis of our liberty, | -*- 1 r 
and. at-forty different periods procured” its confirmation. It was to oy 3 
this reſiſtance King William owed his crown, and to it alſo are the ER 
preſent royal family indebted for their elevation to the throne, This 
right of reſiſtance and: of oppoſition to violence, under whatever 
form it appears, and from whatſoever quarter it proceeds, is ſo welt 
known, ſo univerſally- acknowledged, that even the courts of juſtice 
themſelves have been guided by it in their deciſions ; witneſs the 
eaſe of the Gonſtable, which thefe Gentlemen have quoted in their 
ptoteſt, and by that, not only acknowledged but Pons the 
| * exiſtence: 


(89). 


itutional right 


* f r 1 N he" con , 15 2 
of reſiſtance being then eſtabliſhed without a pe NY of doubt, 


We ſay, that the Jaw muſt have eſtabliſhed modes to give it action, 


or have left it to the diſcretion of thoſe who are oppreſſed. But, as 


know no | oppoſition, - ſo they . preſcribe no particular 


of reſiſtance, violence, and oppreſſion overleap the bounds 
| N power, and muſt be met on their own ground, and 
fought with their own weapons, Let we humbly conceive, we have 
not only not exceeded in any one act, the diſcretionary power that 
both law and nature placed in our hands, pu uſed a degree of lenity 
and mildneſs to Lord Pigot, that his conduct towards us gave him 
Very little reaſon to expect, or indeed to hope for. 


of con 


The proper adminſtration of the Company's affairs, the rights of 
the Council, and our perſonal ſafety, demanded our putting his 
Lordſhip under arreſt; in a caſe of ſuch extreme neceſſity, we were 
warranted to do it as individuals, and by a much ſtronger reaſon, 
when we united our judicial and political authorities, and acted in a 
public capacity, | 8 Po 


It has been complained of, that his Lordſhip was arreſted on the 
. High road; but will any perſon attempt to aſſert, that it would have 
been more prudent to arreſt him in the fort, and have by that means 
given an inlet to riot and bloodſhed, We have been accuſed too of 
impropriety, in calling the military to our aid, though that was our 
only means to prevent confuſion and public diſturbance, General 
Stuart is involved in the ſame charge with us, for having obeyed 
che civil power; as are alſo Colonel Eidingtoun, Colonel Horne, and 
Captain Lyſaght, for having obeyed their commanding officer ; but 
the Gentlemen who have ſhewn ſo much ingenuity in compoſing 
the Informations, and framing the accuſation againſt us, do not ſeem 
to have been acquainted with theſe articles of war, which have been 
eſtabliſhed by parliament for the regulation of the army, nor 
40 have formed any perfect idea of the nature of the military 
diſcipline. - Is . | pt 


9 By the articles of war, General Stuart was obliged to act as well 
in obedience to the orders of the then Commander in Chief, as in 
aid and ſupport of the civil power; and the other Gentlemen, under 


A a neceſſity of paying him an implicit 'obedience; for were it per- 


mitted to them, to diſpute the propriety or legality of the orders of 
their ſuperior officer, the officers and ſoldiers under them, even = | 
8 ; * | the 
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the very drimmjees, wayld eve the ue Ahn penn fie ech e 2 
permiſſion would be ſubverſive of all military Wr 1 be 
rity; is too obvious to need a. comment. 


* 
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Infinite pains, have been taken to prove a e 00 bs” 
tween the mental and corporeal faculties. ' It has been laid down as 
a maxim in the animal ceconomy, that if any ſubject of a dangerous 
nature takes poſſeſſion of the mind, it may in ſome degree obſtru 
the functions 1. the body; and having eſtabliſhed this hypotheſis it 


has been concluded, that as we deprived Lord Pigot of the govern- 


ment, kept him under arreſt, attempted to ſend him to Chingleput, 
and had it under conſideration to fend him to England, that we 
gave riſe to diſagreeable ſenſations, which, they ſay, produced the 
diſorder 'in his Lordſhip's liver, and the putrid bile of which he 
died. But we beg leave to obſerve, that from the moment of his. 
arreſt, to the turtle-feaſt at Mr. Monckton's, his Lordſhip enjoyed a 
perfect ſtate of health; that his diſorders were peculiar to this eli- 
mate, and are generally occaſioned by indigeſtions, or by Fr guently 
being too much expoſed to the exceſſive heat of the ſun. We ſhall-- 
alſo remark to you, that, previous to his Lordſhip's illneſs, aid for 


fome time after, Farenheit's thermometer was at . 95, 96, and 97 de- 
brees in the ſhade. . | | 


Weis, it permitted us to „ we would lays that the- 5 
friends of Lord Pigot, who think proper to charge his death upon 
us, were, with a greater degree of probability, guilty of it them=" 
felves, if, as they infinuate, the affections of the mind have ſome-" 
times a mortal influence on the body; for we aſſert, that they never 
left his mind at eaſe, but kept him in continual alarms of ſchemes- 
to tear him from Colonel Horne, which he looked upon as his aſy- 
lum, of bodies of cavalry, and battalions of ſepoys, conſtantly in 
motion; of plans to ſeize upon his perſon, to . him with ropes 
and ſend him to Gingee, or on board ſhip, in the moſt ignominious 
manner: in ſhort, we aſſert, that they took ſuch pains to teaze and 
torment him with informations of violence and unworthy meaſures,. 
which never had exiſtence but in the great fertility of their own 
imaginations, that one would be led to think they wiſhed to ſacri- 
fice his life to have-the ſattsfaction of accuſing us of his murder. 


A charge of homicide has not been'thought tacficlein, and we . 
accordipgly indicted for wilful and malicious murder; but we are at 
a loſs to conceive what the proof of our „ intention, or pre- 


* 
k 


meditated 
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W melden con din bee, Lord Plgor had the range of che 


whole country, was treated with every mark of attention and reſpect, 
had every military honour paid him, and enjoyed every convenience 


that the houſe he preferred to all others in India could afford, Theſe, 
_ we-humbly apprehend, are not proofs-of a malevolent difpoſition. 


Had we had any intention to take away his Lordſhip's life, could 


fortune have thrown a more favourable opportunity in our way than 
when he reſiſted our orders to remove him to Chingleput ? Were we 


capable of entertaining ſo horrid an idea, we might have executed it 
then, and ſheltered ourſelves under the law; for we will remark to 


vou, that we were not only Members of the Government, but alſo 


Juſtices of the Peace, and our lenity on that occaſion, ſurely demon- 


ſtrates, that we choſe rather to let paſs with impunity a reſiſtance to 


our orders on the part of Lord Pigot, and a diſobedience on that of 


Colonel Horne and Colonel Eidingtoun, than that his Lordſhip 


ſhould ſuffer. the leaſt perſonal violence; and what can more evince 
atleaſt the ſame degree of attention and reſpect in theſe gentlemen, _ 
than their riſking, upon a mere ſurmiſe of our intention, both. their 
commiſſions and their lives on this occaſion, by diſobedience to a 


— 


poſitive order from their ſuperiors in his Lordſhip's favour, not- 


Wichſtanding an evident atiempt to reſcue him? 


- But ſuppoſing the mind and body to have their reciprocal influence | 


on each other, and that the loſs of the Government, the arreſt, his 
Lordſhip's reſtraint from entering the Fort, his diſappointment in 


the deciſion of the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, and 


What, perhaps, occaſioned more diſagreeable ſenſations than all the 
others, his ſeeing us in power: ſuppoſing all this to be true, yet we 
humbly ſubmit. it to you, that as no marks of violence appeared 
upon the inſpection of his body, we are not guilty in the eye of the 

law of either murder or manſlaughter ; and that this is law, we beg 

leave to refer you to the firſt volume of Lord Chief Juſtice Hale's 
HFiſtory of the Pleas of the Crown, where he ſays, in page 429, 
« If a man, either by working upon the fancy of another, or poſſibly 
ee by harſh or unkind uſage, put him into ſuch a paſſion of grief or 
« fear, that he either dies ſuddenly, or contracts ſome diſeaſe of 
* which he dies, although it may be murder or manſlaughter in the 


% fight of God, yet, in a human;judicature, it cannot come under 


the judgment of felony, becauſe no external act of violence was 


© offered, of which the common law can. take notice :” and thus, 
Gentlemen, not guilty of murder or manſlaughter in the ſight of 
man, we are firmly, perſuaded that we have not erred. againſt any 


"+, | 6 N 5 Precept 


Lad 


V 
precept of the divine law, or any principle. of morality. Lard pigot 
fell a victim to his own imprudence, and informed Dr. Anderſom in 
his laſt illneſs, that he thought he could tell the day that gave riſe to 
his diſorder, Ms the very , hour; that he bad been that day at 
work in the garden till very late, had expoſed himſelf to the exceſs 
ſive heat of the ſun, and returning to Mr. Monckton's in a violent 
perſpiration, had taken a large draught of cold punch; to this Lord 
Pigot imputed His diſorder, and not to us. Thus then acquitted by 
himſelf, and upon his death-bed, has not the preſent charge again 
us more the ait of premeditated malice, than any we ever diſcovered 


againſt him ? 


* 


' 


To form axioms founded on conjecture, and to deduce unfair 
diſingenuous conſequences from them, in order to cover us with at 
opprobrium of the moſt horrid nature, has it not the appearance of a 
more felonious intention to ſtrike at our lives than we ever ſhewed 
to attempt that of Lord Pigot? we humbly ſubmit it to you, that it 
demonſtrates a premeditated, malicious, and felonious intention to 
murder us in the bafeſt manner, that is, under the colour of juſtice, 
Were Lord Pigot really murdered, his memory is free from the im- 
putation of ſuch an atrocious crime; but his friends, who wiſh thus 
to ſacrifice us to his manes, diſcover, upon this occaſion, a manifeſt 
deſire, not only to commit, with impunity, the very crime they 
charge us with, but at the ſame time betray an inclination to throw 
a ſhade of infamy on our graves. N 12 
We ſhall here conclude, Gentlemen, and we are ſorry to have 
taken up ſo much of your time, but we thought it neceſſary to lay 
before you the circumſtances that gave riſe to the arreſt of Lord 
Pigot, with our reaſons for continuing it; and we ſhall here remind 
you, that his Lordſhip's outrage in ſuſpending Meſſrs. Stratton and 
Brooke, was the cauſe only of our public proteſt ; but his conduct 
towards the Commander in Chief, in ordering him to be tried by 
martial law for complaining with us in his civil capacity of the vio- 
lation of the rights of the Council, his expulſion of the entire ma- 
jority of the Board, our perſonal ſafety, his repeated acts of deſpo- 
tiſm, his impoſing a renunciation on his Highneſs of all his claims 
to the Tanjore country, and threatening to put it inexecution whether 
he conſented or not; his perſonal inſult to the Ally of the Crown of 
Great Britain, his declaration to treat him as a priſoner and to place 
a guard of Europeans at his houſe: theſe circumſtances, ſo repug- 
| nant to the true intereſt of the Company, and to the faith and ho- 
e ee | R nour 
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5 PR he ack On, muſt baturfly 1 int vt i the imprapriety of 
aving. the powers 50h Coenen in the hands of a * who could 
d controled nettber by rinciples of Afi” nor of decency, Who 
was capable of: the g 15 eateſt acts 6f violence, and who, geifber con- 
ſulted the peace © of the Carnatic, nor the Welfare of ths honourable 
0 5 1 85 15 that there is no unprejudiced man who 


4 within his own breaſt. of the necel- 


ber 24 in EE, ſpe He? of the great ſervices he-rendeted bo Com: 
pany during the laſt war, our conduct towards him was as mild and 

entle as the conyulſive ſituation of affairs would admit of: and we 
| hee cannot, but deplore the cruel. peceſlity his Lordſhip's pretended 
| s have impoſed upon us by this thameful proſecùtion, to diſ- 
is 2 45 freely bis puhlie and political character. Though he was 
our enemy and ppreſſor, our reſentment does not follow him to the 
tomb; 30 and W — be much better . if th 8 *. N US an 


apporrunity * W virtues 


int * 
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« the Officers ho ated by bis Order; in 4 different Pre- 
1 3 2 24 the Cong fi ther: 


4 SEPARATES De 
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Foned; be was prevented from” 2795 ly 14 


« « Fake of the Inguelt being gugſbad. 
jr: that Defence, tha\Qrigival of which, hgned 
« by Briga: fen. General Stuart e 1 . #e Hands 

&« of the Printer, ow 
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Military under his | 


| G oy hs Jorg | | nid, 
-Po my utter aſtoniſhment, deppen before ygu, charged, in, the 
| r 


firſt inſtance, by a number of men (whoſe names are o che 


Brigadier -Gonr a FRE - 5 . 


paper { now in my hand) with the moſt heinous and atrocious crime 


that human nature is capable of, viz. the concexted, eme 
malicious, and intentional ad of murder, for ſuch I cgoceive to he 
the meaning of the words Wilful, Murder; of which greateſt af all 
crimes thoſe perſons have taken upon themſelyes to charge me, and 
the other Gentlemen of ihe army there nee e A 


. | t The Inqueſt. i, 4 „„ «3 "I 
£ | E 2 ; " 


| ha AMA r viz. the 


* 


ia vole 
than our duty, in obedience; to the orders of our ſuperiors both 


K 36 5 a 


to the act of n the kh Lord. Pigot; did 10 Mate 
civil and military. according to every eſtabliſhed idea of legal go- 


vernment within this Preſiden ney» and. according 'to the words atid 
0 


ſpirit of our reſpective commiſſions, and to the rules and diſcipline 
of war, the whole comprehended | under our r 8 e 
i the Honourable a uh Ne enen 


— 1 


on 8 A for 1 Ke ic I am allowed to ks the de- 


fence of all the army who acted by 5e e e { likewiſe add for 


them, that neither 1 nor the N og eparately, are Guilty of 
ek Murder of the late Lord 18288 


Ae n and by di 8 of 
whic [ gave orders to all the military thus under. my command, It 
is in the hand-writing of one of the Gentlemen whoſe names are to 


the paper; they are in number ſeven ; and 1 know moſt certainly, 


that they formed a majority of the Whole Council. This paper I 
_ wrote and * and received it in perſon from the Gen- 
emen. 


Sir Robert Fletcher, whoſe name is to this paper, was at the time 


Commander in Chief af the Army; whoſe ſeparate order to me, 


according to the rules and diſcipline of war, as my Muperior;- in the 
very terms of my commiſſion herewith produced, la of itſelf 
have been binding and obligatory. on me; and he the Commander 
in Chief being himſelf of Council, t ether with the other Gentle- 
men all of Council (therefore the oats perſons reſp nfible), he or 
they were at liberty to give or to tefüle me any explanation of their 


orders. —— as they thought proper. My duty was to obey 


him (Sir Robert Fletcher) the Commander in Chief, according to the 
expreſs. words of my commiſſion; and I thought it, if poſſible, 

or my duty to obey the joint ern 1 a leur ne of 
uncl. b | 7a”, | 


1 fay, "i ths majority who MY me epwrerk and; dba were 10 
liberty to decline entering into the particular motives of their con- 
duct, if they had ſo choſen. But they did not refuſe me any in- 
formation and they thought proper to publiſh to the army, as 
well as to the whole ſettlement, the reaſons of their ſeceſſion; as 
e by the papers on record, and particularly by the circulation 

the letter by a _— Public. This was a x fort of appeal / io me 

unbi- 


4 „ 


d met of the Settlement, as to 3 or was. nat 5 


legal government, or conſtitutional, mode of managing the affairs 


civil, military, political and commereial of the Honourable Sir 


| pany Wee thes limits of this Preſidency. 
, 27 141 35 84 


As hg = own part, without Pehtston 1 thei believed: and 
even now, after all that has paſſed, I remain ſtill of chat belief, that 
the acts of the majority of Council are alone binding in civil, mili- 


tary, political, and commercial affairs; and that whatever orders 


they iſſue to me, either as a majority of Council, directed to me in 


particular, or to the Commander in Chief, tor him to communicate 
to me; or from the Commander in Chief of bimfelf to me, as my 


ſuperior officer; I was then, by every reaſon' of duty, and by my 


oath of fidelity, and by virtue of my commiſſion, as a military ſub- 
ordinate” officer, bound to obey ; the reſponſibility as well as the truſt 
being with him, and them, the majority of Council, the execution- 


of their orders alone left with me, I obeyed accordiogly, and in 
the manner ſet forth in my natratiye upon record; 1 e and 
compoſed i in haſte, is in every eſſential part exact. 


0 - 
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The mode in which I executed the orders and inſtructions Ne the 
majority, did. afterwards meet with their approbation, as appears 


from all the ee on Weir a Wee that matter 


M touched. . 


And here I cannot help ex 1 my e that this 

heavy, charge of Wilful Mur der ſhould be brought againſt me, who 
in the manner of arreſting the late Lord Pigot, the evening of the 
24th of. Auguſt, ſhewed fuch particular attention to prevent the 
ſmalleſt chance of any danger to his own perſon, or to that of any 


of his friends. The management on that occaſion (if it may be 


called ſo) aroſe from humanity. and tenderneſs ; otherwiſe there 


needed none: the whole was prepared, and at my orders. That 
management has been branded with every odious and infamous epi- 


thet, and fulſe aſſertions have been made, to give colour to the ſcan- 
dal.—This digreſſion I hope you will excuſe on my part, who on 
| this occaſion feel my honour equally as my life attacked; both 
which, however, I am at all times prepared to defend. as becometh. 
I ſhall only add here, in regard to the act itſelf (without the review 
of ſubſequent occurrences), that after cool recollection of all circum- 
ſtances that preceded, accompanied, and immediately followed the 
arreſt of the late Lord Pigot, I now feel the greateſt latizfaCyon for 


the 


i 5 2 = 


the part L tox an the inſtrument of Government ; and I almoſt defy 
the mind of man to have deviſed ary other way, in ſimilar circum- 
Ranres, to have effected it without danger of bloodſhed, — 


And here, notwithſtanding the epithets given to theſe proceed- 
inge, 4 — * the memory of e living; and to the 
Annals of hiftory, to ſhew a ſimilar inſtance of regularity and good 
order; for after the act of arreſting Lord Pigot, to the minute 
of reſigning the government into the hands of Mr. Whitehill, there 
Nas not been amy nc of violence; and no man, ſo far as I know, 
Has been iinptiſoned, or injured in his perſon or property, on ac» 


Lobt of itregulatity. 


"This is demonſtration, that there was neither anarchy nor confu- 
mid im the ſettlement (as bus been falſely reported), and that the 
- minds of men were prepared for the event, and ſatisfied with the 
veceſſty of the meaſure, It farnifhes, moreover, the cleareſt 

of che good" diſcipline of the army, who, from the neceſſity of the 
caſe, were the inſtruments in the hands of the then Government to 
' alert the rights of the majority gf Council, _ 


To return to my Uefence againſt this heavy charge: After ſhew- 
ing you tte orders and iuſtructions by which I, as a military ſubor- 
dinate oſſicer, then acted, and that part of my ſeparate commiſſion 
as Colonel, according to which I took the oath of fidelity to the, 
\Monourabte Company; I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that the 


words Courrney and Council, inſerted in the body of that-commiſ- 


ſion, can 'only mean the majority of Council; and I venture to ſay, 
that nd man ho did not deſight in quibble, rather than plain ſenſe, 
or plain Itiference, ever yet doubted the truth of this propoſition. 


Here, however, I beg leave to obferve, that in reſpect to myſelf, 
und to the officers or others of the army who obeyed my orders on 
the occaſion, the proving that rhe majortty really has the powers of 
the Governor and Council, in ſpite of the Governor himſelf; I ſay, 
mat as to the military ſubordinate officers, this proof is not neceſ- 
ſaty, becauſe in our commiſſions, after the words © And you are at 
* all times to obſerve and folltw all ſuch orders and directions as you © 
« Hal! receive from ur, our Prefident and Council aforeſaid,” follow 
theſe clear worde, "vr any other your 4 Officer, according to 
the rules aud Hiſtipline of war, &c. Which 'laft words ſtrew to 
ee eee "the fubordinate military fervice ; which 

| | | indeed 


w” 5 
indeed could not relibiy be carried.on for the — ts. 


nity, i nice points of Political government, or -xeaſons. of ſlate, or 
the confirutitve ſenſe of wordt, were to be left to the private opini- | 
ons or deciſions of military oſſicers before they executed the arders 
of their ſuperiors. Neverthelaſs, I now proceed to ſhew, that the 
words Prefident and Council; in the body of my commiſſion, aaa 
only mean the Majority of Council ; becaule, beyond the power-of _ 
doubt or of quibble, the following, are the expreſs, clear, Local 
ed, ſtanding orders of the Hongurabie Company: 151 


Standing Orders, dated January 1678, Pa 4 


hatever ſhall be agrerd on'by thema jerry, Mall be eficemed the 
* -order by 8 5 #40 att; UI or" every 
a ho even the diſſenters themſelves, are to -perform ther parts in 
* the proſecution thereof ; and in "ſo doing 5 ao their n, __ * 
ws be blamed fer the event.” 


TaftruRions to Mr. Fir, dated ont March 4702.” oe 


« We do flriftly enjoin, that all aur affairs be trauſacted in — 
eil, and ordered and — , Majority of the ee 
1 termine, and not ene pon any pretence whatever." ; 


'Becanſe in the body of the) Commiſſion of — ware. 
ticularly where the word Soldiers occurs, it is ſaiq, 


And we do bereby give aud grant unto. ar. eld Fighter: and 
Governor George Lord Pigot, and to our Cauncil afarenamed, or the 
major part of them, c. full, power and authority rom time 10 
time to rule and gouerm all and every our Fuctort and . 
under the ſaid Prefidency, and all the Soldiers, &. 


Becauſe, in the Commiſſion of Lord Pigot as Goveince, it is 
% That be, at fuch, is is ſubjeft nevertheleſs to all fuch. rules, orders; 


and inſtructions, as baue berctofore © Acts to the Prgiident and 
<<. Council: * Fort. St. George TR 2 i 


| Beſides, in the inſtructions 1774, the Governor and Council have 
-expreſsly the power to ſuperſede, alter, or annul any ſpecific act 
either of * Governor or the Commander in Chief. 0 
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1 Council. ? 
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6 Inſtructions ger Aſhburnham, 1774, Paragraph. Ly 
That if the Governor. * and Council fall at any time think 


© Proper to Mae orders under their hands, or by their Secretary, to 


« officer in the army,” and thereby to fu uſpend or ſuperſede the Jpecific 
« commands of the Governor 9 795 8 or 3 Commander 3 n Gig | 


een, obeyed.” AL das A aide eh 


Can we then, without the greateſt abuſe of * 18 eg deny, 
that the Majority 25 Council is alone meant 8 words Governor and 


e271 


ined Cong . . 12 


After elublübing the ian dar propaſitions, to ſhew what is 


the Government, need I add any arguments drawn from the ab- 


ſurdity of allowing a power to the Preſident, ſuch as is contended 


for by the Gentlemen of hat ſide, viz. That the perſonal conſent of 


the Preſident is eſſentially neceſſary in every act of government; 
That no other can propoſe or agitate any queſtions in the firſt in- 
ſtance : That he alone can adjourn or ſummons any meeting of 


Council; and other excluſive prerogatives, which amount to a Poliſh 
Velo, upon every public or private queſtion before the Board, and 
which, in fact, would ror the * to a ſet of K On: 


puppets. 1 + IX 


But in truth, neither cory to the” tenets held by the late bo- 
vernment, when they ſeparated from Lord Pigot and his aſſociates; 


nor, as I am informed, according to the expreſs orders of the Eaſt- 


India Company, after the fulleſt information of all the late diſ- 


putes, and received by the Swallow in Auguſt laſt, rhough 
not yet publiſhed, does ſuch excluſive power lodge in the Preſident 


here: on the contrary, excepting the caſting vote upon an equality, 
no other power is lodged with the Preſident, than is mherent in every 
other Member of Council, 


As to the Adden which I vor | is nov Perry in e to de 
want of form in not meeting in the Fort Square in not inſerting. 
the word Preſident, or in not giving regular ſummons by the Secre- 


tary, previous to the orders and inſtructions delivered to me, by the 
ſeven Members of Council, on the 23d of Auguſt, 1776, I can 


only ſay, that in that criſis I, and e 0 Fe members, 
looked eee and not m 


They 
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Th muſt have known well, that o! Lond Bigas: 
| n inthe Fort, er ng 8 


bit of paper from the civil power in the uſual. forms 55 


of. law ; oy hey that in dee to perſonal ſecurity or prudence, ic 


would not have been proper for the majority of Council to have at- 


tempted meeting in the Council Chamber in Fort Square. They - 
knew moreover, that the Secretaries were not to be found at the 

time, and the ſecrecy of the meaſure might make it neceſſary, that 
a member of the majority, at ſuch a criſis, ſhould himſelf officiate. 
as Secretary (as was the caſe), thereby, in my opinion, authenticating 


more fully their reſolutions ; beſides, common ſenſe pointed out. 5 


that the act of a notary-public anſwered fully every public pu 
of promulgating the orders of government; and the omiſſion 2 the 
word Pręſident, which the majority might have inſerted if they 
pleaſed, ſeemed to me a mark of their eandour. All theſe reaſons, 
and as looking to the Tubſtance, and the material parts of buſineſs at 
that criſis of affairs the 23d and 24th of Auguſt, made me eonclude, 
and I dare ſay, it had the ſame effect upon all who acknowledged 
the late Government, that in their public manifeſtos, or orders, if 
they did not follow every immaterial punctilio, ſuch as a regular 
ſummons through a Secretary, regular meetings in the Fort Square, 
or the inſertion of the word Pref „it was owing either to ne- 
ceſſity, or that they did not conſider it as eſſential. 


Will any man of common candour, laying his hand on his 13 

after allowing that the majority of Council is the legal government, 
either with or without the Preſident, ſay, that the omiſfon of theſe 
formal and not eſſential things and words ; I ſay, will any honeſt 
man think or ſay, that by ſuch omiſſion, the acts of a Majority, or of 
thoſe who obeyed their orders, are thereby neceſſarily vitiated, and the 
conſtitution violated, to the degree of impreſſing and ſtamping every 
act of that government with the dangerous epithet of zſurpation; 
which implies illegality, and may indeed produce anarchy and law- 
ſuits without end. I here in my own name, in reſpect to what 
concerns me, appeal againſt ſuch. a ſentence, to the juſtice, the 
equity, the n conſtruction, and common ſenſe of mankind in 
general. 


The coneluſion I draw from what pragedes, i is, that if the govern- 
ment of this ſettlement is conſtitutionally veſted in the majority of 
Council, and if it was expected of that majority to aſſert their au- 

F thority, 
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| thorith; bs Lerd Pignt, and his aſſociates were the aggreſſurs, | 


abth conſequently the original. cauſe of any ſubſequent violent mea» 
fares;/ becauſe all the: oircumſtances' of the late Lord Pigot's conduct, 
in regard to the expulſion of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, neceſſari- 
ly forced the majority to take the ſteps they actually followed; co 
Gain what they knew of Lord Pigot's power, as military Gover- 
nor and Commander in Chief, and perhaps, what they had reaſon 
to expect from the knowledge they had of his turn of mind and 


And now being called upon in my own defenee, and in that of 
the officers, &c. of the army who followed my orders, I ſhall take 


| leave to ſay a few words as to the degree of proof offered to the 


perſons who are faid unanimouſly, and upon oath, to have given 
their opinions, that F was. guilty of i murder ; — and without 
mincing matters, I Will venture to ſay, at all riſks, that the annals 
of the Britiſh [hiſtory do not produce an inſtance of twelve men, 


aſſumiag the name of Engliſhmen, or even Engliſh ſubjects, who, 


upon ſuch ſort of proof, ever gave ſuch a cruel, irrational, 


inequitable ſentence, falſely called a verdict. In ſaying fo, I ſhall, 


to ſupport my opinion, chiefly adduce the affertions uſed in what 
called the informations of certain perſons, moſtly the reputed friends 
of Lord Pigot, ſaid to have been-examined_upon oath by this meet- 

ing of theſe twelve men. TO | | 


Aut here; loſt I ſhould forget, I beg your attention to the fiyle of 


the informations, which to me feem to be as anſwers to certain 
queſtions leading to prove and eſtabliſh a favourite ſyſtem, adopted 
by that meeting, in order, by all artful means, to fix intentional 
guilt in the conduct of thoſe who took an active part in the change 
of government the 23d and 24th of Auguſt 1776. The plan and 
yſtem ſeems as if meant to prove, that the mode of arreſting Lord 
*1got, the detaining him in arreſt, the attempt to carry him to 
Ching/eput (which is repreſented as if meant for Oingee, and above 
all, the project of ſending him to England by the Lioneſs, made 
ſuch an impreſſion on Lord Pigot's mind, that it brought on the 
diſeaſe of the liver, the bilious putrid fever, of which he recovered, 
and alſo, that increaſed liver complaint and bilious fever, which 
afterwards attacked, and in the end carried him off. | 


This 


This 1 ſay bens to be FE 2 the meeting called the In- 


au, and you will find all their ſett 7 on —_— © 


ne, to e biel it. | 
I Wal, as Wendy poſſible; Ats * of the edit 4 


tions, in theſe parts which are applicable to any idea or connection 


betwixt Lord Pigor's ſituation, while under reſtraint at the Mount, 
and any outward appearance, which, in my opinion, can give autho- 
rity or ſanction for an honeſt impartial judge by the laws of his 
country, by common ſenſe, or common conſcienee, to declare to his 
certain knowledge and conviction, that I, or the Gentlemen whoſe 
names are by them dragged into public view, are guilty of the * 
Horrid of all crimes, the 207 yer? murder of Lord Pigot. 


_ ' 


I premiſe in this place, that, in my. humble opinion, this is the 


firſt inſtance where the vague uncertain reaſonings of ſhort- -lighted 


.mortals, as to the effect of the mind upon the body, the time, 


manner, and force of ideas operating upon matter, was ever brought 


by Engliſhmen, or any other men, to eſtabliſh facts of ſuch gravity 


40 importance ; for what can be more abſurd, nay impious, than in 


"ſuch caſes, to reaſon and draw. conſequences from the uncertain ideas 


of the operations of the human mind upon the hody ; or from ſuch 
ſort of proof, to form a judgment of the. malicious intentional ad 
of a third perſon? 


The laws of our country (amonding: ol i I have heard) have 
in ſuch caſes left nothing to ſentiment, conjecture, or idea. To 
eſtabliſh the horrid act of wilful murder, the clear eye, or the un- 
biaſſed judgment muſt follow the hand of the murderer, and his 

malicious views and deſigns, without. a halt or , to the acts 
minute of executing the fatal deed. 1 85 


I never looked into a law- bock in my life, ſo far = I . 12 


neither have J conſulted, or been aſſiſted by any lawyer, or any 
perſon whatever, on this occaſion ; but common ſenſe defines 
murder thus in my opinion, and ſo far as I know of the manner of 


trying this queſtion! by the laws of England, it ſeems to admit of 


this conſtruction, becauſe of the unanimity neceſſary to decide as 
to the real criminality, of a perſon accuſed; this admitted, let us now 
ſſee on what evidence theſe twelve | perſons oa me and cthers. of 
wilful murder, 
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II chis place, I think it proper to inform you, that I was abſent 


from the Preſideney on the public ſervice, during the whole period 
of Lord Pigot's illneſs, and at the time of his death. His Lordſhip 
was known to have been in perfect health the 11th of February, 
when 1: left the Prefidency, he died on the 11th of May, I did not 
return until the end of une. 11 0 


. .» To begin wich what is mentioned in the Diary of the ſuppoſed 
inqueſt, ſigned a true copy by William Sedgeley, Clerk of the 
Peace. It is remarkable, that when the perſons who were called 
together by the. ſuppoſed Coroner, and in the Diary are ſtyled the 
Jurors, had been ſworn over the dead body of Lord Pigot, the two 
principal Surgeons of the ſettlement, Meſſrs. Paſley and Anderſon, 
are aſked, Whether, from a further inſpection of the body, and 
particularly from opening it, they can with greater certainty trace 
the cauſe of his death. Mr. Paſle pointedly replied : *© That a 
e giſeaſe was the immediate cauſe of Witt Pigot's death; that he ap- 
% prehends, the Jury are deſirous of knowing the cauſe of that 
> Giſeaſs; and that in his opinion, the cauſe of the diſeaſe of which 
« Lord Pigot died, cannot be diſcovered by opening the body.” 
Mr, Anderſon replied to the fame purpoſe, and told them, Tha 
„ he had brought the proper inftruments, if it was thought ne- 
« ceſſary to open the body.” 
conſidering, That if the Surgeons cannot acquire any further 
knowledge of the cauſe of the diſeaſe, of which Lord Pigot 
« died, by opening the body; they think it unneceſlary that the 
« body ſhould be opened; and the body was accordingly buried 


the ſame evening. 


The clear inference which I draw from this firſt and leading part 
of the proceedings of the ſuppoſed Inqueſt, is, That there were no 
marks of violence or poiſon, after the moſt careful view of the body 
of the late Lord Pigot ; on the contrary, there was the opinion of 
two men able in Freie profeſſions, and of undouhted good cha- 
rater, that Lord Figot died in confequence of di/ea/e, and therefore 
1 ſay a natural death. 3j 
And here, according to my idea of impartial juſtice, a ſtop ſhould 

have been put to any future criminal proſecution, whether by in- 
queſt, or otherwiſe 3 for as the ſuppoſed Jury were ſatisfied of the 
truth of Meſlrs, Paſley and Anderſon's declarations, all their future 


— 


Upon which the (ſuppoſed) jury, 
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inquiries.could: 'only tend to ä queſtions, or to hear the 
gueſſes of individuals regarding the manner, time, and force, of 
the paſſions operating upon the __ and body; and 1 believe their 
meeting afterwards, and continuing by adjournment to meet, at the - 
houſe of George Smith, who is called the Foreman, under the © 
aſſumed form of Jury or Inqueſt, is the firſt inſtance where the 


| venerable name of Engliſh law was made uſe of for ſuch e 


The fag Slow is adenined; that: Lord Pigor died of diftafs; 11 
that no unnatural: . or marks af violence N upon his 


body. | 

I obſerve ae in ny Diary, ae at one e Peel upon 
Monday the zoth of June, on collecting the voices of the twelve per 
ſons who are ſaid to compoſe the ſuppoſed Jury, ſix of them were 
of opinion, that the offence incurred by the death of Lord Figot 
can be conſidered as no leſs than murder, and fix deemed it as 
amounting to manſlaughter only. On which, it ſays, the Coroner 
obſerves, that the woices being equal it muſt be reconſidered ;_ if this 
is law, I know not; but I ft ure, in my opinion, it is repugnant 
to any idea of juſtice and mercy, becauſe the difference of ME 
ments admits of the greateſt doubts of the real criminality. tr 


The Diary is fileat” as to the arguments uſed: by the ner or 
others, to bring over the fix men, whoſe manſlaughtering mercy, 
I ſhould for my own part, give them no merit for, becauſe equally 
as abſurd as the others direct unjuſt cruelty. I only find that they 
too gave way, for I ſee twelve have ſigned their names to this 
cruel oprnian, which, ſo far 3 as in their power, conſtirutes me.a 
murderer. | 


I believe fuck ad for julgitent; and uch ſport with any 
man's life, was never before exhibited ; for in fact, in the way this 
Inqueſt have now determined, it had been a better chance for me, if . 
the Coroner had put my fate in his hat, on two lips of paper, [fe or. 
death, and that another, not the Coroner himſelf, had drawn my 
fate, according. to the praQice of the lndia-Houſe i in caſes where 
there is an equality. | 


* . . 10 1 8 


This Inqueſt, as Iam credibly informed, went to Englavd by the. 
Hector in "Indy; ſo far at leaſt as regarded the proceedings then. 
taken, and before the final verdict; and I am undoubtedly informed, 


\ 
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% 
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ena whole of the proceedinige,: together with ths 3 | 
(tranſmitted to England by the Swallow, the 21ſt of — 
The purpoſes there . to be ſerved (before I and others had an 
an eee we) String a . _ ka; er be 


„ .£.£: #%#''S 


A 8 of dats." is often of great uſe to put fades ir in a 
proper point of view, and I word 26 attention to the following | 
1extract: of the aid Diary. Thin | 


11th of May. Lord Pigot' s body lied 5 ao marks to in- 
dicate unnatural death. Ie is buried FIG rates n ad- 
Journ. to George Smith's houle, . _ 


| "They continue to As buſineſs in lar own Way, adjourning 
from time to time, . ; s 


Zoeth of June. This FEE Jaryivide, ſix of them pronounce 
the offence in law to be murder, and fix ſay it is only ee. 
on which the Coroner deſires to have it reconſidered. 


N. B. Mr. Dalrymple's ſt accounts, ſo favourable to . 
friends of Lord Pigot, are received at We the 3d of July.— 1 Bis 
note is not marked in the Diary. | 18. 
Zoth of July. The ſuppoſed Jury Bid their verdict, Murder. | 
| 20 or 8th of Auguſt, The ſuppoſed verdiQ ſigned. 


1 find moreover in * ſame Diary, that on the 5th September, 
the minutes of the eee ry are again read in the houſe of 
Seorge Smith the ſuppoſed Foreman; at which time two of the 
ſuppoſed Jurors, Fuad De Fries and Ewing, deliver in letters, 
declaring their. reaſons for ſigning the verdict, contrary to their 
private opinion. This ſigning indeed is moſt extraordinary in them, 
and I ſhould be glad to be informed, what arguments had been uſed 
by the Coroner, or by any other perſon preſent, to induce them to 
Put their names to ſuch a verdict; for I find on the 24th September 
this ſuppoſed Coroner held theſe Gentlemen to their. ſubſcriptions, 
and wrote to them, that he had thought it improper t6 comply with 
their requeſt, which was only to enter their letters en the minutes 
1 10 a of the ſuppoſed Inqueſt. ha 


— 4 Thus 


Ts, 

Ibs fie L have remarked ugon this, U Sele 
admütting, that there was no outward: appearance of 8 by 
marks to cauſe ſuſpicion, on, thie body. of, the. f the. lute Land Pl 4 
having the poſitive declaration-of Meſſrs. Paſley and Laderen“ 25 
he died of diſcaſe; yet, nevertheleſs, they the ſuppoſed: Cn | 
Jury e meet at the houſe of George Smith, and conti- 
nued to meet as a ſuppoſed Court ef Inqueſt, from the i 1th. of May 


to the 7th or 8th of Augulſtzi or even the 24th of September follows. 


ing, the: fpace of three months, chiefly to aſk pointed queſtions, 
and opinions concerning the caufe or cauſes. of the diſeaſe of a which þ 
the late Lord Pigot died; which to the Europeans of this ſettlement _ 
is univerſally known to be the lot of almoſt every one (mine it has 
been ſeverely) reſident here; at: ſome one period of his life; for the 


- diſeaſe that affected Lord Pigot in the t ſage (of which he eco- | 


vered to all appearance), and alſo after the relapſe, and of which he; 
0" 4. „n ne., . in a Amame FUR 7 


- Now let us collect from: the ee of the Goin boa 
many of whom the intimate friends of Lord Pigot, what degree of 


certainty, even in- their ideal proof, is eſtabliſhed by this N 
cal Court of Inqueſt. 


Mefirs. Paflty and Anderſin; on reviewing the body in preſence 
of the Twelve, declare, Lord Pigot died of diſeaſe, as has been al- 


body. 


Mr. Ruſſell, wha ſays that Nos the time of Losd Pigot's 8 laſt 
arrival in India, he was hardly one day abſent from him (excepting: 
when Lord Pigot was at Tanjore), declares, hat during Lord 
Figot's confinement his health appeared to be very good, until the 
 fi/th or ſixtb day of March, though his Lordſhip's friends thought 
the diſeaſe whych- the Surgeons repreſented to be bilious, might have 
been lurking in his body for ſome time. Suppoſe this time to de 
eight or ten days, becauſe Mr. Ruſſell mentions actually that time; 
this, at the utmoſt, brings the firſt notion of the lurking flage to the 
laſt week of February. He adds, That Lord Pigot grew better to- 
wards the end of March, and that he rage; in the beginning of: 


April. 


Here then by Mr. Ruſſell' 8 (who ſaw him 1 daily) is che | 
viſible Ing of Lord Pigot's bilious diſordef, brought to 125 


ready noticed, and * unnatural therefore Las upon the: EN | 


fifth of March; that Lord Pigot towards the end of March got bet- 
ter a good deal; early in April he was again taken ill, and conti- 
mued growing worſe, '&c. 5 e 
No let us ſee what Mr. Stone ſays t Mr. Stone went to refide at 
the Mount, the beginning of October. This perſon ſays, That Lord 
Pigot appeared to enjoy a good ſtate of health, until the latter end 
of December, or beginning of January; he (Stone) had already ſaid, 
That his Lordſhip's ſpirits from that time appeared not ſo good as 
before, and that he ſeemed full of anxiety. Mr. Stone adds, That 
Lord Pigot was taken ill ſome time between the firſt and eighth of 
March. SS: | 
N. B. When any perſon gives his opinion, as-is the preſent caſe 
- > upon oath, I wiſh to attribute all difference of expreſſion to 
'hortneſs of memory, or miſtaken judgment of appearances. 


Here is then a difference of two months as to the beginning of 
Lord Pigot's diſeaſe, in the opinion of Mr. Rufſſell, who never quit- 
ted him à day, and alſo of Mr. Monckton, from that given by Mr. 
Stone. But Mr. Stone had formed to himſelf a ſyſtem, and he 
judged for Lord Pigot differently from his boſom friends, Mr. 
and Mr. Monckton, and I believe from Lord Pigot himſelf, 
every other perſon who then lived at the Mount, | 


Mr. Stone labours to prove, That Lord Pigot's health was directly 
affected by the letter of the late Government to Bengal, and the re- 
porte about ſending him home by the Lioneſs. Now, unluckily for 
"this hypotheſis, the dates are as follows: aps 


The letter to the Governor-general ard Council for an opinion 
enncerning the removal of Lord Pigot is dated the 19th of October. 
The re current in this ſettlement were about 20th or 21ſt Octo- 
| ber. The note of Mr. Stratton, which really did remove theſe ap- 
* was dated 7th January; the official notice the goth 
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RE ike 6 . 
This iafereves I'with-1o ger Sent theſe two accanntn., that HE 
«Al — in habits eee with Lord Pigot, differ in opinion 
-fo widely even in the vibe e eee 7 of his illneſs, how 


much more reaſon 3 we to 10 the * of n 1 
reaſon upon immaterial evyfbve: ſubjeQs.. 


ln ſhort, I believe every perſon wh was 3 8 Mr. 

\ Sine agree in their accounts, that to all outward-appearances. Lord 

Pigot enjoyed an uninterrupted. ſtate of good health until about the 
beginning of March, and it ſeems from the examinations to be ge- 
nerally agreed, that Lord Pigot did unneceſlarily- expoſe himſelf to 

the ſun by working in the garden, appearing without bis hat; and 
perhaps his Lordſhip injured his health by abſtaining from the yſual 
exerciſe in the chaiſe ; but this laſt ſort-of exerciſe, or any other he 
thought nen was in 125 W at all times to Ne had Wy he 
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firſt and ſecond, nothing appeared but what may be aſcribed to na- 
tural cauſes; I mean ſuch as are incident to every perſon in this ſet- 


tlement, whether under reſtraint or not; for I believe there is no 


law to juſtify in ſimilar caſes any conjecture or opinion in regard to 
the impreſſions of Lord Pigot's mind upon his body, ſo as to infer 
Intentional guilt on the part of thoſe who, for reaſons of ſtate, put 
| ſome degree of reſtraint upon him, to prevent his entering this for- 
treſs, which might have been of real bad conſequences to himſelf, as 
well as to his friends, and alſo to the public; and if any 7 
of perſons on examination denote a degree of certainty, that this 
reſtraint did contribute to his illneſs, the utmoſt that can be inferred 
from it is, that it is matter of their Punt opinion, but 90 * 
evidence or ſufficient proof. 


I ſee by the Diary, that the ſuppoſed Jury had a fixed UN: to in- 
veſtigate theſe operations of the mind, and in conſequence examined 
ſeveral perſons. I do not think it at all neceſſary to repeat what was 
. only their conjectures; but it well deſerves notice what Doctor An- 
_ derſon poſitively ſwears to, vi. 


1 That Lord Piget told bim be ( Lord Pi 17) could uid ain tell the 
4 gay when he became ill; he had been working in the garden till late 
jn the ſun, that he came in very bot (as Mr. ets thinks Lord 

1 Pigot ſaid) to Mr. Monckton's houſe and drank ſomething (he thinks 
e he aid . na Was wery "My over- beated, Se.” 1 

r. 
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I ſay, therefore, that in "Wir concerns Lotd Pied 8 innen, both | 
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Mr. Aare afterwards obſerves, That us to the ap H on 
iche mind ef Lord Pigot,  cccufioned-by the attempt to remove him 
from the Mount, he thinks in compliment to Lord Pigot's ma- 
4 mory it could have no conſiderable effect, becauſe. he undenſtoad 
. * that Lord Pgot enjoyed a great degree of. health for ſame time after 
that attempt. — And as to how long my Lord Pigot's diſeaſe 
might have been dormant in his conſtitution, before the <xfblc effect 

of it appeared, Mr. Anderſon thinks “ that-Lord Pigor had no dora 
«diſeaſe in the parts whith were afterwards affefted, ml the time 
bat he was overheated as before mentioned.” Mr. Anderſon fur- 
ther obſerves, ** That the ſeafon of the year during Lord Pigot c ili- 

% as the hotteſt feqjon of the-year, and 9 T- 
% mometer was at 95, 96, and y degrees every day at that time in 


I fay that this information of Mr. Anderſon, which conveys the 
very ideas of Lord Pigot himſelf, with regard to the immediate 
.cauſe of his illneſs (whether the firſt or ſecond attack is immaterial), 
of itſelf outweighs volumes of other people's conjectures; beſides 
that it conveys other eſſential circumſtances, amounting to the 
greateſt degree of certainty, that Lord Pigot's illneſs aroſe from or- 
Ainary and natural cauſes, peculiarly incident to the human body in 
this climate ;—and with this clear evidence I ſhall cloſe what I have 


io ſay on the ſuppoſed Jury or. their Diary. 


I am really at u loſs to knom, what are the real true motives of 
the perſons Who call themſelves Lord Pigot's friends, in endegvour- 
ing to perſecute me and others, even to death, upon ſuch ſort of 
proof; ſurely they pay but a poor compliment to his memory, to 
ſuppoſe that he was overborne by the circumſtance of his ſituation, 
to ſuch a degree affecting his ſpirits, and his health, as to occaſion 
his death: I ever had, and ſtill have a much better opinion of Lord 
Pigot's ſpirit and fortitude of mind, which I believe he poſſeſſed in N 
n very eminent degree, and there is nothing an fair proof appears 5 
to the contrary. | 1 155 | in i 


I ébave already ſaid enough as to the uncertainty and fallacy of 
human reaſon, in judging concerning any other perſon's thoughts 
and feelings; I muſt here add, that were we to admit in Lord 
Pigot's eaſe, that the agitation of his mind, on account of the poli- 
tical differences in the fettlement, did contribute to the illneſs of 
which he died, it Will de found, that his own ſuppoſed friends, as 
35s 4 | 
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alſo the Governor- general and Council of Bengal, have their ſhare 
of guilt in this reſpect, in common with the late Government; the 
firſt, in teizing him with alarms, and; fuppoſed plots, and: hearſay 
ſtories; the other, in giving their opinion according. ta what they 
thought was their duty ; for we obſerve in Mr. Haliburton's in- 
formation, that when he brought from Mr. Stone or Mr. Ruflell, 
the copy of the Governor- general and Council's letter about ſending 
Lord Pigot home, he (Lord Pigot) read it with ſeeming ägitation; 


and Mr. Haliburton. ſays,” he remembers perfeQly the ſtrong ex» - | 


preſſion Lord Pigot made uſe of, Mauld you not think, ſays he, they 


are treating me as a mad dog, Mr. Haliburton adds, that he perceived 


his Lordſhip's ſpirits, to be depreſſed, and a vifible alteration, on him 
ſince the time of the intention of ſending him home was known ta 
Lord Pigot ; and yet, as is obſerved before, ſuch evident change was 
not obſervable to Mr. Ruſſell, to Mr. Monckton, nor, as it ſeems, to 
Lord Pigot himſelf, before the end of February or the beginning off 
March. Ir 1 | 3 8 | TREE EY 13 


On this occaſion, I take leave to ſay, that Lord Pigat's memory is 
injured by ſuch conjectures or aſſertions, at leaſt, if I may be ſuffered 
to ſpeak of myſelf, in my preſent fituation, I ſhould not think that 
by ſuch reaſoning I was obliged to any perſon, nor would I therefore 
look upon him as my real friend. „VVV 


5 2 een tht! . 
My caſe is ſingular enough; I at preſent find myſelf, contrary to 
every reaſonable hope or expectation, or aſſurance before leaving 
England, ſuſpended, and even ſuperſeded, in the 9 ſervice, 
by. orders of ſuperiors at home, without a fault alleged; unjuſtly 
charged at the ſame time with the moſt atrocious crime poſſible, 
and ſubject to the courſe of law in the. ſettlement, where 1 had the 
honour to command the army, and where I am bold to ſay, I had 
| conſcientiouſly done my duty, in every reſpect, with the greateſt de» 
gree of nial; I ſay, were I in theſe evident preſent ſufferings, 
to allow my imagination to increaſe them by adding or anticipating 
other misfortunes, or if I were voluntarily to deny myſelf the pro- 
per or uſual food, exerciſe, and amuſement, the natural conſequence, 
in all human probability, would be a fecond fit of illneſs, perhaps 
fatal; and if ſo, I aſk, Would my honourable employers think it 
juſt to by accuſed of murder, becauſe they were pleaſed to order me 
to be ſuſpended or ſuperſeded for reaſons beſt known to themſelves? ' 
No; I believe that no jury in England would be found to give ſuch 
a verdict; for my own part, I here declare, that ſuch ſort of re- 

G 2 | venge 


- 
3 


to make me ſo far forget the part of a man of true fortitude, 
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venge or recrimination'would be à cenſure on my memory, for! 


fall endeavour to ſhew myſelf ſuperior to ſuch-accidents, and if 1 die- 


at this time, I truſt my friends will fo far reſpect my memory, as 


never to ſuppoſe, that 1 ſuccumbed under the preſſure of ſuch mis 


fortunes, or that it was in the power of any man, or body of men, 


I have thus, at more length perhaps than was neceſſary for my 
own defence, as a ſoldier acting under orders, or for the defence of 
Lieutenant-colonel Horne, Captains Lyſaght and Edingtoun, and 
others who acted by my orders, entered into the merits of the 
charge before you, but I hope the public motives will ſerve as an 
apology, becauſe although I am only reſponſible for the execution 
of the orders given me the 23d of Auguſt 1776, yet, after the fulleſt 
information ont the Gentlemen of the late Government, I took 
my part, and I did it from the cleareſt eonviction of the neceſſity of 
the meaſure at that criſis ; and therefore I think myſelf intereſted on 


their accounts, as well as my own, to endeavour to carry to — | 


minds the ſame degree of conviction, which I then felt, and now. 


feel in my own mind, as to the neceſſity of the times, and as to the 


innocence. of the late adminiſtration, with reſpect to any wilful in 


tentional acts affecting Lord Pigot's health or perſonal ſafety. 


But in regard to my own defence, againſt the heavy charge or 
imputation of w:lfk/\ murder, and what reſpects the officers or others 
of the army, mentioned in the ſuppoſed verdi&, I truſt from what 
I have already ſaid, and from the words and clear meaning of my 


commiſſion, from the practice of military ſervice in all countries; 


but more particularly, as being held by the ſacred oath of fidelity to 
the Honourable Company, according to my commiſſion, which at 
the time was ſubordinate: to that of Sir Robert Fletcher, that you; 


Gentlemen, will ſee I was bound to obey the order of him (Sir Ro- 


bert Fletcher) my ſuperior at the time, according to the rules and 


_ diſcipline of war; he (Sir Robert Fletcher) was of the Council, and. 


reſponſible, and I ſaw his name joined with a clear Majority of, 
Council, which together I obeyed; not only as a ſoldier, for, the 
reafons already ſtated; but as the joint legal fepreſentatives of the 
Honourable Eaſt India Company, who had a right to command my 
obedience, without entering into any explanation, ſeeing that at the 
time I bad no claim to a ſeat or voice in Council.. | 
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